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A GOOD THROAT LATCH 





Fenoglio for LBJ 


AUSTIN 


Lyndon _ Johnson 
boomed, whooped, whacked 
for President of the United 
States this week on the 
House floor by the oldest of 
nine children, born in a one 
room log cabin, devil take the 
riposte legislator from No- 
cona, Tony Fenoglio. 


Insurance Board 
‘Gag’ Revealed 


AUSTIN 


The Observer has learned 
of another memorandum in 
which state employees are 
prohibited from talking to 
legislators on matters con- 
cerning the agency. 

Insurance Cmsr. William A. 
Harrison told all the employees of 
the State Board of Insurance not 
to discuss “insurance legislation” 
with any legislator “except as au- 
thorized by the board.” The memo 
is dated Jan. 12. Harrison con- 
firmed he had had it distributed 
and provided the Observer a copy. 

The state board of hospitals and 
special schools similarly enjoined 
its workers from talking to legis- 
lators but, after an Observer story 
on the subject, reversed the pol- 
icy. 

The Harrison memo to “all em- 
ployees of the State Board of In- 





surance” on “Subject: Legisla- 
tion” reads en toto: 
“Under the provisions of the 


Texas Insurance Code the sub- 
ject of proposed legislation affect- 
ing the State Board of Insurance 
is a proper function and respon- 
sibility of the Board. In accord- 
ance with that responsibility the 
Board has suggested a number of 
code changes to the Legislature. 
Prior to suggesting those changes, 
the Board asked for recommenda- 
tions from the staff. Many worth- 
while suggestions were made, and 
a large number of the recommen- 
dations by the Board came from 
that source. 

“From time to time we will be 
called upon.to furnish informa- 


tion to members and committees; 


of the Legislature with reference 
to our budget and other matters. 
Some of those requests may come 
to individual employees rather 
than to me or to the Board mem- 
bers. To avoid possible duplica- 
tion of effort and other complica- 
tions, such requests should be re- 
ported to me through my secre- 
tary, Mrs. Farris. 

“Each matter presented to the 
Legislature on behalf of the State 
Board of Insurance should be a 
departmental presentation rather 
than an effort by an individual 
employee acting independently 
and without supervision. It would 
be improper for an individual em- 
ployee of the Department to 
make recommendations on insur- 
ance legislation to the Legislature, 
or to its individual members, ex- 
cept as authorized by the Board. 
Such a policy is necessary to 
avoid our “going off in several 
directions.” 

“Your suggestions toward con- 
tinued improvement of the work 
of this Department through Insur- 
ance Code changes or otherwise 
will continue to be expected and 
welcome at all times. 

“William A. Harrison” 


was 





“This tall towering Texan with 
a good throat latch and an early 
foot is the best horse that we have 
to nominate in this All-American 
race,” he told the House. “I predict 
he would daylight any other horse 
in the race.” 

A good throat latch is a beauti- 
ful neck and shows speed in a 
horse. A horse with an early foot 
shows speed when he’s a colt. 
Daylight is daylight. (So explained 
Fenoglio later to a dude reporter.) 

Fenoglio introduced a resolution 
to endorse Johnson for president 
but said that the acting speaker, 
Rep. Dewey of Bryan, talked him 
out of asking for suspension of 
the rules to pass it. Why? “Well, 
he’s pretty liberal. I’m liberal, too. 
I can forgive Lyn- 
don Johnson for 
what he did for us 
at Fort Worth— 
his election would 
be the _ greatest 
thing ever hap- 
pened to Texas!” 
Fenoglio said. 


Fenoglio 
Franklin proved any man can 
be elected president as long as he 
runs on the Democratic ticket, Fe- 
noglio told the House. “Harry Tru- 
man proved just about anything 


can be president of the United 
States. Ike Eisenhower proved the 
people don’t need a president— 
you can just do without.” 

As for Johnson, “I believe in my 
lifetime that this will be the only 
chance that Texas will have to 
have one of her famous sons to 
receive the nomination ... He has 
a running heart and he wants to 
run. I know whereof I speak be- 
cause he has indicated so in our 
many visits, which I have enjoyed 
the utmost.” 

In a statement on the matter, 
Fenoglio waxed on: 

“This great Lochinvar who rides 
out of the great Southwest from 
the hill country into the prairie 
lands on toward the Potomac 
River and the national capitol has 
proven that he has earned his 
spurs and with lasso in hand he is 
plenty capable of corralling the 
great red bear that threatens 
many countries across the waters 
as well as this grand nation of our 
own, so I say to you, my Col- 
leagues ... ” 

He got a good hand when he 
sat down. 











Teachers on 


AUSTIN 

School teachers were 
slammed hard this week—and 
members of the House of 
Representatives applauded— 
because of an apparent cam- 
paign to pressure through a 
teachers’ pay raise without 
teachers taking a stand on 
new taxation or admitting 
they are the source of the 
pressure. 


Rep. Don Gladden, Fort Worth, 
rose on personal privilege to call 
attention to a memo from “your 
legislative committee” to all Ar- 
lington public school teachers. He 
was especially irked by Item 7 in 
the memo on writing letters to 
legislators for more of the Hale- 
Aikin recommendations: 


“7. These letters will tell the 
legislators THAT YOU WANT 
THE PROGRAM NOW, AND 
YOU WANT THE FUNDS PRO- 
VIDED TO PAY FOR IT. (Do not 
tell them what taxes you favor.” 


Item 8 contains the sentences: 
“Be sure the letters (are) hand- 
written on plain or personal sta- 
tionery, and that you use your 
home address. Do not mention the 
fact that you are a teacher.” Item 
9 said: “Postage will be provided 
by your local unit.” 


The memo begins: “This is a 
plan of action recommended by 
your State Teachers Assn., pre- 
pared by your local unit legisla- 
tive committee, and approved by 
your school administration.” The 
memo divides schools in Arlington 
into four groups, with each given 





a period for letter-writing to keer 
up “a steady flow of letter 


Gladden, a libera 
member, told the Housse 


“If these people are not going t 
be willing to advise us what taxes 
they feel would best t 
people of Texas, I fee] tha ey 
are shirking their dut 
zenship ... when someor 
to make their observations known 
in fear that they might jeopardize 
a pay raise, then I ar é ly 
disappointed in that the have 
failed miserably to t 
repsonsibilities of citize 

On not telling at ing 
teachers, Gladden: said 
people who at- tages 
tempt to influence 
this legislature 
and refuse to ad- 
vise the members 






came 


of this House m/ 
what interest they ys ’ | 
have in the legis- — 
lation proposed.” Gladden 


“In conclusion,” Gladden 


“I would like to obse: that per- | 


haps it would be a g 
we sent some of our scl 
ers back to school for 
citizenship.” He sat d 
thusiastic applauss 


Rep. Frates Seeligson, San An- 


tonio, intends to hook the income 
from his proposed 1.5 percent gen 
eral sales tax to education spend- 
ing The rumor : lating 


among House members that teach- | 
ers’ spokesmen will not resist the 
sales tax under such I istan- 


ces. 


| rage favoring a sales tax 


Hot Spot 


Rep. Bob Johnson, Dallas, told 
the Observer, “The school teach- 
ers will get behind the sales tax— 
I think the school people will. 
Not that they don’t give a damn 
who they tax, but they will sup- 
port a tax to get the recommen- 


” 
dations. 


Rep. Carl Conley, Raymondville, 
said that it is possible the legisla- 
ture will pass “some modified 
sales tax if the benefits that the 
many groups are asking are con- 
nected with it.” 


Rep. Zeke Zbranek, Daisetta, 
| said, “My only worry about the 
teachers’ program now is that they 
don’t get sucked into a sales tax 
| program.”’ 


Rep. Bob Eckhardt, Houston, 
noted that he has received a letter 
| from a Houston woman who advo- 
j}cated “any tax measure’ for 
teachers’ pay but did not indentify 
her profession. Should the teach- 
ers come out positively for a sales 
tax, he said, “I think they would 
very seriously hurt their chances 
for adequate appropriations.” 
Houston, 


Rep. Dean Johnston, 


N| received a letter from a Houston 


constituent urging teachers’ pay; 
again the writer did not identify 
himself. Johnston wrote him back 
that school people “must not lend 
themselves to the propaganda bar- 
.-. Indi- 
vidual Texans are already bearing 
|more than their share of the tax 
burden through selective sales 
taxes while many giant industries 


go scot free.” 








Oblique Observations 


AUSTIN 

While it wasn’t limpidly 
clear whether he was com- 
memorating Texas independ- 
ence from Mexico or calling 
for Texas independence from 
the oil industry, Rep. Bob 
Eckhardt of Houston deliv- 
ered the March Second “ob- 
servations” to the House this 
week, 

Presiding temporarily, Rep. 
Dewey, Bryan, recognized “Mr. 
Bob Eckhardt, the gentleman from 
Harris, for a few remarks.” 

Eckhardt, who has introduced a 





graduated 
seven percent on the t 

companies producing Texas 
suggested the House 
to “those farsighted Texans who 
wrote one of the greatest docu- 
ments in the history of America,” 
the Texas Declaratior f Inde- 
pendence, signed Ma! 
at Washington-on-the« 


Eckhardt continued 


“In reciting the grievances of 
Texians against the then Govern- 
ment of Mexico, the I ion 
states: ‘It has failed to establish 





State’s Plans for Negro Youths 


AUSTIN 


Checking out 
about state services for Negro 
children raised in a resolution 
introduced by Rep. Mullen of 
Alice, the Observer has ascer- 
tained that there is only one 
statewide home for depend- 
ent and negected Negro chil- 
dren, a private charity at Mal- 
akoff in East Texas. 


Mullen’s resolution points out | 
|children. The council has also 


that the state maintains two state 
homes for white dependent chil- 
dren at Corsicana and Waco, li- 
censed to care for 60 children, 
and that there are many privately 
supported institutions which ac- 
cept dependent white children for 
care. 

Weldon Watson, assistant com- 
missioner of the Texas Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare, told the 
Observer St. Paul’s 


questions ; 





Training Schodl, Inc., at Malakoff 
is the only statewide institution 
for group care of dependent and 
neglected Negro children. It can 
accomodate 65 boys and 40 girls 
but will not accept handicapped 
children. 

The Texas Youth Council has 
asked the legislature for $1,122,000 
to build the state’s first home for 
dependent and neglected Negro 
children to take care of 200 such 


asked for construction spending at 
Gatesville School for Boys. Dr. 
James 'Turman, council director, 
when asked which of his building 
requests were more urgent, re- 
plied: 

“That’s like asking me _ which 
child I'd save if a group of chil- 
dren were drowning.” 

He said that the housing for de- 


Industrial | linquent boys is of “greatest im- 





portance because those 
children in state institutions to- 
day. As for the negle 


children, we do have 


Negro 


1 this 


state, and there must be some ser- | 
vice provided for then 

Mullen’s resolution says that de- 
pendent and handicapped children 
are “indiscriminately housed” to| 
the detriment of educational and 
training programs he Austin | 
school for blind, deaf, and or- 
phaned Negro children, whereas 
there are separate hools for 
blind white and for deaf white 
children. 

“That isn’t the case Turman 
said. Except for three orphans, the 
178 children at the Austin school 
are either blind or deaf, and “we 
have two very definite training 


programs, one for the blind, the 
other for the deaf, and they are 
(Continued on Page 3) 


tax of fror e to} 


any public system of education, 
although possessed of almost 
boundless resources (the public 
domain), and although it is an ax- 
iom in political science that, un- 
less a people are educated and en- 
lightened it is idle to expect the 
continuance of civil liberty, or the 
capacity of self government.’ 


“In those days,” the legislator 
went on, “the ‘boundless resour- 
ces’ included vast grassy prairie 
lands and forests supporting herds 
of wild deer and buffalo, the same 
grassy lands that would support 
the longhorns that supplied the 
trails to Wichita and the railroad 
centers of the ’60’s. 


“But the spirit of the language 
included all the wealth of the land 
and of the formations beneath it 
which we know today include vast 
and wealthy resources of oil, gas, 
sulphur, salt, and other substances 
which make our state so amply 
| able to support an adequate sys- 

tem of public education. 


“It is to be hoped that the fore- 
sighted statesmanship of the great 
men of that day will be reflected 
in our actions today when we meet 
these present problems of afford- 
| ing support for public education,” 
Eckhardt concluded. 


He returned to his seat to con- 
siderable but not unanimous ap- 
plause. A Houston colleague, Rep 
| Joe Ed Winfree, remarked to him, 
“Bob, you weren't talking about 
| Washington-on-the-Brazos.” “No,” 
he replied, smiling, “I was talking 


j}about Austin-on-the-Colorado.” 











Sales 


AUSTIN 


The legislature backed 
away from a permanent ban 
on a state income tax, consid- 


ered a bevy of selective sales | 


taxes, took steps toward cre- 
ating four year colleges at 
Arlington and Stephenville, 
postponed action on a series 
of mewspaper-backed “free- 
dom of information” bills, 
heard compliments from lob- 
byists who appeared to sup- 
port legislative pay raise 
measures and kicked around 
the wet-dry issue this week. 
Rep. W. T. Oliver, Port Neches, | 
ran a member-by-member poll of 
the House of Representatives on 
a general sales tax and came up 
with 69 members flatly opposed, 
five for. and uncom- 
mitted. Seventy six members com- 


pose a House majority 


eh y + 
we rest 


In four days of lengthy com- 
1ittee hearings and several full 

wn floor debates, the House 
lodded through the eighth legis- 
lative week while tax bills con- 
tinued to pile up in the House 
revenue and tax committee. While 
the Governor's business taxes to 
defray the deficit languished in 
sub-committees, a spread of new 


selective sales tax measures were 
introduced on phonographs, juke 
boxes, records, parking lots, beer, 
gasoline purchased at the pump, 
liquor by the drink, soda pop 
syrup, hotel and motel rooms, air 
gross receipts 
from advertising, and a 15 cent 
: per barrel tax on companies stor- 
ing or transporting oil into the 
state. The latter measure, by Rep. | 
Jack Connell, Jr., of Wichita Falls, | 
would raise an estimated $1.6 mil- | 
lion over the biennium. 


line operations, 


All of the Governor's bills aimed 
at wiping out the deficit are now 
in revenue and tax subcommittee 
except the abandoned bank ac- 
counts bill, which has been bucked | 

Atty. Gen. Will Wilson. Still 
another measure, a sales tax on 


TPEA Chief 
For ‘All of Them’ 





AUSTIN 
Watts, executive director 
of the Texas Public Employees’ 
Assn. endorses generally all leg- 


tion “that'll help us’ but does 


WwW P 


specifically endorse the only 
pay raise-for-state employees bill 
introduced this session by 
Travis County delegation 
We're for any of them—we're 
for all of them,’ Watts said. “We 
ion't have any exclusion on what 
bill the legislature might want to 


the 


pass.” 


The Travis county delegation 
has asked Gov. Daniel to submit 
the pay raise bill as emergency 


legislation. The bill mainly pro- 
vides pay raises for ‘low-income 
state workers. What would Watts’s 
position be on the request of Dan- 
ie]? 

‘I don't tell them how to run 
their business—I'd be the last one 
to criticize, or condone,” Watts | 
said. “Don't put me on the spot 
fella, I've got to get along too. We 
do know that there is a definite 
need to give a little relief."’ 

The Austin chapter of T.P.E.A. 


met Feb. 27. What did they do?| 


We endorsed all bills that help 
state employees,” Watts said. Spe- 
cifically the Travis County bill? 
“We don't single out any one,” he 
said. Why not? “We don’t want to 
cut off any avenues that might be 
open to us,” he said. “We're not 
gonna try to tell the legislature 
how to give it to us.” 

J. D. Givens, international rep- 
resentative for the state employ- 
ees’ union, endorsed the Travis 
County legislators’ bill “as writ- 


ax Bills Flood House 


{cigarettes sold on military reser-, establishments serving food also;in and encourages the construc- 
to serve liquor in sealed contain- | 
ers of two ounces or less, taxing | 


| 


vations designed to raise $4 mil- 
lion over the biennium, followed 
the now well established pattern 
of running unenthusiastic 
committee reception before being 
carried subcommittee, 
underscoring that even a selective 
sales tax, when bearing the Gov- 
finds a lukewarm 
reception in Rep. V. L. Ramsey's 
committee. Rep. Jamie Clements, 
Crockett, is sponsor of the cigar- 


ette bill 


Tax Ban Set Back 


Rep. Marshall Bell's 


into 


limply to 


ernor’s stamp, 


constitu- 


| tional amendment forever barring 


a state income tax collapsed under 
issault from anti-sales taxers and 
vanjshed into subcommittee limbo 
When bill emerged from a 
favorable sub-committee to con- 
sideration before the full commit- 
tee, Rep. Ted Myatt, Cleburne, 
tacked on an amendment forever 


the 


banning a state general sales tax, 
Committee chairman James 
Cotten, conservative from Weath- 
erford, ruled the amendment “not 
germane” to the bill. Rep. Bob 
Eckhardt, Houston liberal, ap- 
pealed the chairman's ruling, and 
by a vote of 9 to 8 the committee 
overruled Cotten. Myatt’s amend- 
ment then passed, 11 to 7. The 
conservatives, throwing in the 
towel, moved to recommit the bill, 
and the committee unanimously 
packed it off for the duration. 


too 


Various educational measures, 
not tied to the Hale-Aikin propos- 
als, received attention. A House 
subcommittee refused to decide 
whether San Antonio or Austin 
should get the new state medical 
school. Senator Charles Herring 
and Rep. Charles Sandahl intro- 
duced identical measuures estab- 
lishing pre-school classes for deaf 


children. The House passed and | 


sent to the Senate, where some- 
what tougher opposition looms, 


|the bills making Arlington State 


and Tarleton State senior colleges. 
Rep. Don Kennard’s bill for a state 


sick leave program for teachers 
awaits House action 
The Governor's tax program, 


having a hard enough time in the 
revenue and tax committee even 
when legislators introduced his 
recommendations exactly as spe- 


| cified in the executive budget ad- 


dress, had to shoulder a new bur- 
den when Rep. Pete La Valle of 
Texas City tacked a Nquor-by-the- 
drink amendment to his bill car- 
the Governor’s liquor tax 
recommendations. Col. J. T. Ellis, 
the Governor's financial adviser, 
emphatically announced the Gov- 
ernor “had not seen” LaValle’s 
amendment and “does not endorse 
it.” 


rying 


LaValle announced minutes be- 
fore the committee convened that 
he had the amendment, saying it 
had no purpose other than “to 
raise more money than the orig- 
inal Governor's bill.” He esti- 
mated the amendment would raise 


|$10 million a year 


Cotten raised a point of 
order to strike the amendment 
from the bill as “not germane.” 
When committee chairman Ram- 


Rep. 


| sey stalled on the question, Cotten 


insisted on an immediate decision. 


| Thereupon Ramsey called a five 


minute recess “to check with my 
lawyer” and disappeared in the 
office of House Speaker Waggoner 
| Carr. Upon his return he told Cot- 
ten he would have a ruling before 
| the bill returned from subcommit- 
|tee. Cotten, not mollified, then 
|asked the committee to postpone 
| sending the bill to subcommittee 
for a week “to give the chairman 
plenty of time to study the ques- 
tion.” The motion to postpone was 
| tabled, 13 to 2, and the measure 
|went to subcommittee with the 
liquor-by-the-drink rider still at- 
tached. 


The amendment would permit 





| the containers five cents each. The | 
original Daniel proposal, which 


$1.40 to $2.50 per gallon and would | 
boost the sales taxes on new and_| 
used cars, cigars, pipe tobacco, | 
+and chewing tobacco. 
Liquor lobbyist Johnnie B. Rog- 
ers, former state senator, told the | 
committee not to put any stock in | 
the federal government | 
plans to slice its liquor tax. “If | 
they do, I'll jump off the top of 
this Capitol building,” Rogers | 
said 

While the wets tried to fight off 
taxes before the revenue commit- | 
tee, the drys sustained a dousing 
in the liquor committee, which 
dispatched prohibitionist lobbyist 
Rev. O. F. Dingler’s no-beer-on- 
Sunday law to hostile subcommit- 
te chairmaned by the legislator | 
who has been Dingler's chief crit- 
ic, R. A. Bartram from the historic 
beer drinking German community 
of New Braunfels, who accused 
Dingler of telling a “bald-faced” | 
lie last week 

Rep. Homer Koliba of Columbus 
told reporters a straw poll in his 
district indicates a preference for 
liquor by the drink and legalized | 
horse racing. “They say legalize 
them and put on a heavy tax,” Ko- 
liba said, adding, “I like having 
liquor served by the drink. They | 
do it anyway at these clubs and | 
there’s no tax on them. I say le- 
galize, and tax them hard.” 


Party Bill Slowed 


The party affiliation bill was | 
torpedoed, though perhaps not 
amid-ships, when a skeptical sub- 
committee appointed by Rep. Har- 
| old Parish sent it to Atty. Gen. 
| Will Wilson for a constitutionality 
test. The question revolves around 

a constitutional provision prohib- 


claims 


the LaValle measure also retains, | 
would raise the liquor tax from | 


| zens to 


|}in which Rep. Raymond Russell 
| protested 


| Hughes, a 


days maximum. 


|four newspaper 





iting registration of voters in 
counties of less than 10,000 popu- 
lation. Sponsor Jamie Clements, 
Crockett, said he’s sure Wilson 
will rule on the bill “like the fine 
lawyer he is.” 


The House aeronautics commis- 


*.on voted to maintain the Texas | 
Aeronautics Commission, 5-4. Rep | 
Bill Hollowell is seeking its aboli- | 
tion on grounds that it does noth- 
ing useful. Defenders argued, 
among other things, that it assists 





; The Week in Texas 














With a priest representing 

Archbishop Lucey present, 
the strike against Tex-Son, Inc., in 
San Antonio, which spattered vio- 
lence last week, was orderly this 
week...A committee of Houston 
local 74 of the boilermaker’s local 
asked Robert F. Kennedy of the 
U. S. Senate rackets committee to 
investigate its cowplaints against 
the union's international. Kennedy 
said he’d check. 


An injunction suit filed in 

Austin by a Prostestant 
group of taxpayers alleges state 
funds are being used illegally to 
| support a Catholic school at Bre- 
mond. 


An Austin woman, 46, was 

charged with DWI in a fatal 
accident, was filed on for murder 
with a motor vehicle...A Dallas 
| Times-Herald staff writer con- 
demned, in a front page “open 
| letter,” “easy jurors” who are 
|“as much responsible for traffic 
| bloodshed, sorrow, and des- 


| truction as anyone else.” 


| 9 More than 2,000 employees of 
Temco aircraft in Dallas will 
be laid off by mid-‘59 because of 
decreased contracts, the firm an- 


| meetings of 





nounced. 


tion of new airfield strips. 

The House state affairs commit- 
tee heard testimony for Rep. Bob 
Eckhardt’s bill to authorize area 
planning commissions for counties 
or groups of counties with powers 
to recommend plans and to levy 
taxes ona _ public vote. Louis 
Welch, Houston city councilman, 
endorsed the bill for the Texas 
Municipal League and the Texas 
Mayors’ and Councilmen’s Assn. 

Rep. Dean Johnston's bill for 
requiring cities and other munici- 
palities to bargain with their em- 
ployees “upon request” received a 
hearing in House committee. 
Johnston said the bill only affirms 
the constitutional rights of citi- 
petition for redress of 
grievances. His bill bars the right 
to strike. 

The 56-hours-a-week bill for 
firemen and policemen was re- 
ported favorably from House sub- 
committee 3-2 in a raucous session 


that the majority 
seemed to be able to find the bill 
but not his amendment. His 
amendment was voted down, al- 
though unavailable. Rep. Charles 
subcommittee chair- 
man, said a clerk must have lost | 
it; Russell referred to it as “stol- 
en.” 

Awaiting House action is Rep. 
Don Kennard’s bill to provide 80- 
20 state-local financing for a ten- 
ure sick leave policy giving all | 
teachers in public schools up to} 
five days a year cumulative to 30 








In the Senate two “freedom of 
information” bills sponsored by | 
groups went to | 
subcommittees after encountering | 
senatorial complaints about their 
“vague and loosely drawn” pro- 
visions. The jurisprudence com- 
mittee turned down immediate 
consideration of a bill by Sen. Da- 
vid Ratliff, Stamford radio sam | 
authorizing a shift in venue in | 
cases involving the destruction or | 
theft of public records. The state | 
affairs committee subcommitteed | 
a bill opening to the public all| 
public agencies of 
state, county, city and other local 
Subdivisions of government ex- | 
cept those such as grand juries | 
closed by law. 
Sen. Robert Baker of Houston 
said the bill opened the way to 
premature disclosure of Highway 
Commission plans for rights of 
way and new road locations. Sen. 
Jimmy Phillips of Angleton ques- 
tioned the measure’s effect on 
competing navigation districts en- 
gaged in industrial development 
negotiations. 





The Parkhouse bill requiring 
labor unions to file financial re- 
ports and prohibiting dues or as- 
sessments from being used in po- 
litical campaigns passed out of 
Senate committee. The bill was 
revised largely by Jim Yancy, 
counsel for the Texas Manufac- 
turers’ Assn. It is not acceptable 
to labor, according to AFL-CIO 
attorney Houston Clinton, Jr. 

Rancher Joe Bowers of Uvalde 
testified before a Senate finance 
committee that the Highway De- 
upratment is “wasting a third of a 
million dollars” on an unneces- 
sary 16-mile road which crosses 
lobbyist Claude Gilmer’s ranch 
near Rock Springs. Bowers says 
the road damages his ranch. 

Bills carrying pay increases for 
Dallas and Harris County judges 
and for state employees were in- 
troduced. Senators Charles Her- 
ring of Austin proposed a lon- 
gevity pay increase bill for all 
state employees. 

The much-publicized advertise 
Texas bill, backed by the Gov- 
ernor, emerged from sub-commit- 
tee with a heavy load of amend- 
ments and after some debate in 
the House state affairs committee 





returned to subcommittee. 


Ralph Opposes 
Bill for Primaries 
In May, 1960 


AUSTIN 

The Bell Bill to move the pri- 

mary elections back to May, gen- 

erally regarded as “a state aid for 

Lyndon” bill, has drawn emphatic 

resistance from Sen, Yarborough 
on other grounds. 


A likely consequence of holding 
the primaries in May instead of 
July and August would be the 
renomination of Sen. Johnson for 
another term well before the 
national Democratic convention in 
Los Angeles late in July. 


The bill now rests somewhat 
groggily in a subcommittee. Rep. 
Dean Johnston, a member of the 
group, and hardly a Johnson ad- 
mirer, says the subcommittee will 
give the bill “a very serious study 
—it raises a lot of awful difficult 
questions, such as trying to get 
poll lists ready by February.” 

Sen. Yarborough, in a letter 
which reached the inquisitive eyes 
of an Observer reporter, advised 
Texas sources to “by all means 
oppose” the bill. He argued that 
farmers are plowing, college stu- 
dents are in class, and lawyers are 
in courtrooms in May. 

Volunteer helpers, on whom 
“the real Democrats” depend in 
elections, are most available “in 
the summertime when... students 
home from school can volunteer 
a good bit of the time, when law- 
yers are out of the courtroom and 
can make speeches on the stump 
on our side, and when the farmers 
are out of their fields and can 
campaign, on their own.” 

Concluded Yarborough: “The 
hired campaigner type of political 
group in Texas would be helped 
by moving the primaries up to 
May.” 


Lobbyist Says 
Press to Blame 


A veteran railroad lobbyist and 
a oil lobbyist with close anti- 
legislative pay raise affiliations 
roundly praised legislators last 
week and told them they were 
not appreciated by the people of 
Texas because of newspapers 
which give the impression they’re 
not working hard. 





The railroader, Kenneth Mc- 
Calla, later named the Observer. 


Joe Shelton of Dallas, oil well 
drilling contractor lobbyist, ap- 
peared “in the public interest” to 
say he thought legislators were 
entitled to $50 a day salaries. He 
added, however, that business was 
afraid of annual sessions and that 
the legislature could never sell 
the idea to the people. He told 
the committee he worked against 
the annual _ sessions- pay raise 
amendment last year. Under com- 
mittee questioning he said he was 
the law partner of Preston Wea- 
therred, one of the state-wide 
leaders in the business fight 
against the pay raise. 


McCalla praised the legislators 
for their hard work and blamed 
newspaper stories that left the 
impression they worked only a 
few hours a day. In response to 
newsmen’s questions, he said, the 
State Observer (sic) fell in 
the category. (The Observer has 
not so described the legislature, 
its editor said.) He named no 
other newspaper. 


Railroader McCalla didn’t tarry 
before the House committee, as he 
had some more lobbying to do 
before a Senate committee. 
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Plaintiff Lawyers 
Jump Labor 


J Posh Oltorf, former House 

liberal now lobbying in Wash- 
ington for Brown & Root, was in 
Austin during the week visiting 
Speaker Waggoner Carr and other 
legislators. Brown & Root is an 
interested party in the Houston 
claims to the Trinity River water- 
shed. 


J Texas committeeman Bryon 

Skelton, Temple, voted for 
Chicago and Philadelphia for the 
1960 national convention, in ac- 
cordance with the wishes of 
Speaker Rayburn and Sen. John- 
son; the national committee in 
Washington over the weekend 
selected Los Angeles. Creekmore 
Fath, Mrs. R. D. Randolph's proxy 
at the meeting, voted for Los 
Angeles all the way, Texas labor 
leaders had a joint conference 
with Senators Johnson and Yar- 
borough in Johnson’s office dur- 
ing this week. (More on all this 
next week.) 


Sen. Yarborough reprinted 
in the Congressional Record 
the Observer’s story Sept. 19, 1958, 
by Willie Morris, on Ernest Joiner, 
editor of the Ralls Banner (“An 
Editor the Sheriff Missed’’) 


Vv 


/ Fissures between plaintiff 
. lawyers and Texas labor lead- 
ers threatened to widen again. The 
claimant lawyers’ newsletter 
quotes Franklin Jones, Sr., of 
Marshall that “The labor lobby- 
ists and the Texas Manufacturers’ 
Assn, have again joined forces to 
aid the (Industrial Accidents) 
Board in wasting state funds by 
setting up six regional offices, 
with all indicated expense and 
trimming.” Alternately Jones pro- 
poses letting a man go directly to 
court if he does not want to appeal 
a local decision on workmen’s 
compensation to the board in Ats- 


State Programs 
For Negro Youth 


(Continued from Page 1) 
excellent,” with 29 well qualified 
teachers, he said. A new building 
is on the drawing boards now to 
replace this school, he said; the 
money was appropriated in 1957. 

Mullen’s resolution states that 
“there appear to be differentiated 
standards in the licensing of pri- 
vate institutions for the care of 
Negro children.” Asst. Cmsr. Wat- 





son said that to the contrary “We- 


do not have different standards of 
licensing for different races or 
creeds. We just don’t do that,” but 
that there are different standards 
for different kinds of institutions, 
as between, for example, 24-hour 
care homes and day nurseries. 

Watson said also that the state 
school for retarded children at 
Mexia accepts Negro children, that 
Gatesville accepts Negro boys, and 
that delinquent Negro girls can 
be sent to the Crockett state 
school for them. There are local 
homes which accept Negro chil- 
dren for 24-hour care, day care, 
or detention if delinquent, he said. 

The Legislative Budget Board 
cut the building request for de- 
pendent and neglected Negro 
children out of its Youth Council 
recommendations. Explained bud- 
get examiner Vernon McGee, “The 
board didn’t feel it was needed, 
particularly in view of our rev- 
enue problem. It’s been my exper- 
ience that colored folks find a way 
to take care of their neglected 
children more than white folks 
do.” 

The Mullen resolution is in the 
committee on hospitals and spe- 
cial schools, but a hearing has not 
been eet. 


tin. Says the newsletter, itself: 
“... perhaps the lion and the lamb 
have lain down together. But how 
about the crippled worker... 
(and) these efforts to do away 
with the right of trial by jury.” 


Endorsing Rep. Howard 

Green’s plan for a congres- 
sional redistricting board with 
authority to redistrict after the 
1960 census if the legislature does 
not, the Abilene Reporter-News 
had a skeptical afterthought: The 
board, made up of elected officals, 
might neglect West Texas. “In the 
eyes of many East, South, and 
North Texans, West Texas is still 
a land inhabited by rattlesnakes, 
prairie dogs, screech owls, Coman- 
ches, and wild cowboys, and little | 
else.” 


J Gov. Daniel said while dedi- 

cating a new wing at Sam 
Houston Museum in Huntsville 
that Texans must “beware of those 
who come bearing offers of gen- 
eral federal aid” as if it were a 





gift...Dick West, Dallas News| 
editorialist, said on his March Ist | 
WFAA broadcast, federally aided | 
schools will be required by the 
next Congress “to integrate their 
schools....The next step will be 
for Washington to tell each com- 
munity which receives federal 
money what textbooks they must 





Political Intelligence 


teach, what courses to teach, and 
how they are to be taught. You 
can see, then, how a bunch of 
socialists, or worse, working in 
the educational Bureaucracy of 
Washington completely can mold 
the minds of all young people...” 





Work Safety Bill Argued 


AUSTIN 

A somewhat but not ir- 
reconcilably hostile subcom- 
mittee went to work this 
week on Rep. Charles 
Hughes’s_ industrial safety 
bill after a hearing that lasted 
about four hours and _ at- 
tracted the major labor and 
business lobbyists and about 
100 spectators. 

The subcommittee members are 
Rep. Matthews, thought to be 
against the bill; Rep. Kennard, 
for it; and Rep. McDonald, a con- 
servative but not known to be 
against it. 

The measure passed the House 
last session but stalled and died 
in the senate. It sets up an agency 
to establish, after consultation 
with experts, standards for safety 
in industry. The commission has 
powers of entry and inspection of 
records. Firms neglecting to com- 
ply with standards could be fined 
for a misdemeanor; that failing, 
court injunctions could be sought. 

Accomodating firms whose 
spokesmen said they had good 
safety records and needed no reg- 
ulation, Hughes this session pro- 
poses to relieve from entry and 
inspection companies with estab- 
lished safety records, as measured 
by whether they are on the 
“credit” side of workmen's com- 
pensation rates, which are keyed 
to accident rates in each com- 
pany. 

“Probably three or four men 
will die today in industrial acci- 
dents in Texas,” Hughes said, 
“Probably one person will die 
from an industrial accident while 
this hearing is being held.” The 


Independents 
Vs. Oil Majors 


AUSTIN 








J Texas Businessman, the busi- 

ness advisory, says the legis- 
lature “has done next to naught,” 
is playing “a waiting game on 
taxes,” while business is made “a 
villain by some of its best friends, 
who, really, do not intend to do 
this.” “In effect, an end run is be- 
ing staged” by conservatives with 
selective sales taxes, the advisory 
Says. 


/ Dallas Times-Herald condem- 

ned “our legislature thrashing 
about in chaos,” the fruit, it said, 
of “hobbling our legislature by 
allowing it to meet for only 120 
days every two years in regular 
session..,.The result can only be 
needs totally neglected, needs met 
half way, or problems aggravated 
by half-baked laws.” 


Vv 


/ El Paso Herald-Post called 
V the proposed raises in state 
income by taxing the cigarettes 
and beer military men buy on 
base “un-Texan.” “Any legislator 
voting to tax the fighting man, 
while neglecting to raise the tax 
on crude oil, ought to be bored 
for the hollow horn,” the editorial 
said. 





Legislators in Austin now are 

almost unanimous that there 
will be one special session, prob- 
ably two, and possibly three, the 
Observer found in interviews this 
week. 


CIRCULATION EXPERT 


The Texas Observer’s circu- 
lation is now at its record high 
as we enter our fifth year of 
publication under the _ present 
management. The Observer desires 
to obtain the services of a pro- 
fessional circulation expert who 
would undertake a further ex- 
pansion program for us on an 
arrangement contingent to an ex- 
tent on results. Please write the 
Editor, 504 West 24th St., Austin, 
Texas, if you are such a person 
or have suggestions in this con- 
nection. 








| Two measures, 


The major legislative effort of 
Texas independent oil producers 
|to do something about major oil 
importers ran into strong shell- 
fire from a Magnolia Petroleum 
Company spokesman before auto- 
matically being referred to a sub- 
committee of the House Oil and 
Gas committee. 

H.B. 203 and 
H.B. 314 by Rep. Truett Latimer 


line favoritism 
power the Railroad Commission to 


ports into consideration in estab- 
lishing the monthly oil produc- 
tion allowables in Texas fields. 
Both are strongly backed by the 


Royalty Owners Association and 


opposed by the major producing | 


and refining companies and by 
some independents. Under the 


provisions of H.B. 203, the Rail- | 


road Commission, upon finding 
that a company’s oil imports into 
Texas “unreasonably hinder the | 
determination of reasonable mar- | 
ket demand,” could limit the of- 
fending company’s Texas produc- 
tion allowable. 


Latimer said his bills remedied ! 


two of the “greatest evils in crude 
oil marketing” in Texas: discrim- 
ination in favor of a purchaser’s 
own production and pipeline pro- 
ration. 

Speaking against the bills, Paul 
McDermott, attorney representing 
Magnolia, said “effect of this is to 
impose a super state on the oil 
industry and supercede the pri- 
vate enterprise system.” He said 
the bill would impose a burden 
on interstate commerce and that 
its “obvious purpose” was the re- 
striction of crude oil importation 
into Texas. Independent Oilman 
E. C. Scurlock of Houston also at- 
tacked the bill as unneeded. “The 
industry as a whole, and I'm 
Speaking about independents, is 
betier off today than they were 








25 years ago,” Scurlock said. 


rate of accidents is 4 
This means 


the public $326 million 
tin ina 
cently. “If we could 
vented one death, 
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‘The Humanity’ 
Fred Schmidt, 
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| shape to get it, whe 


accident involves a 
and news stories 
“The injury rate 
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of Abilene, would prohibit pipe- | 
and would em-| 


take a company’s Texas oil im-| 


Texas Independent Producers and | 


Chester Smith, he 
council of carpenter 
owe it to the worker 
| get a safety bill 
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measure. He suggested 
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bill’s 


cated our lives.. 


exemption from entry and_in- 
pection could not apply to small 
companies which pay less than 
$1,000 in insurance premiums an- 
nually 
On the accident figures, he ar- 
gued that one in three of the 
asualties is not actually recorded 
just “a guess” by the 
ernor’s study commission. He 
aid that only about 75,000 known 
erious accidents occur a year, an 
330,000 ‘maybe getting “a 
bandaid at the first aid station or 
a stitch and that's the end of it.” 
It is, he said, “much safer on 
» job than it is in an automoblie 
even in the home.” Rep. Don 
Kennard asked, “wont difference 
does that make?” “You can’t legis- 
Safety...” Yancy replied. 
A number of businessmen ap- 
peared against the bill. John Bai- 
} for Texas Vitrefied Pipe, 
Mineral Wells, said his company 
58 accidents in 300,000 work 
but only five lost days al- 
from these injuries. “In 
years,” he said, “we have 
death,” The firm employs 
now. 


Dut was 


otner 


naa 


together 
twelve 
naa one 
200 people 
Scott Sayers of Texas 
ries, Inc., Lufkin, said the bill’ 
room for “harassment” and 
that no ten men know enough 
safety to set up adequate 
standards for all Texas industry 
C. D. Allen, Dearborn Stove Co.., 
Dallas, put his objection briefly 
‘Again it's that thing of another 
that you're trying to live by.” 
G. B. Powell, industrial 
lations manager, Mosher Steel Co., 
Houston, said, “Unsafe acts by 
individuals cause approximately 
80 percent of the injuries.” 


Mental ‘Hospitality’ 
Sought by Negroes - 


DALLAS 
About 600 Negroes and 50 
whites, including AFL-CIO pres- 
ident Jerry Holleman and secre- 
tary Fred Schmidt, attended the 
annual banquet of the Dallas 
Negro Chamber of Commerce last 
week. 


Found- 


eaves 


about 


re- 





Ed Reed, tire salesman, installed 

the new president by Dist. 
Judge Cloude Williams, called for 
“awareness that our Negro com- 
munity suffers from:a cultural lag, 
educational lag, and political lag” 
and said Negroes must develop 
“an articulate rather than a de- 
pendent community.” 


as 


Needed, he said, “a widened 
area of tolerance” and “a climate 
of intellectual hospitality” among 
the races in Dallas. He said he 
will name a committee to secure 
all opportunities for Negroes’ em- 
ployment in all types of business 
and the city and state government 
and will continue to work for “a 


1S 


better housing Dallas.” 
T. M. Alexander, Atlanta, Ga., 
Negro millionaire in insurance 


real estate, and loan associations 
gave the main talk. Excerpts 

“Our hearts have been broken 
by those to whom we have dedi- 
.only to face a 
thousand midnights of abuse 
social ostracism, and political lam- 


| basting 


“We must not float on th« 
stream of integration and accept- 
W> must put our hands to 


| ance. 
the oars... We must be a. creative 
| minority.” 
He told of how his interests 


have made a $516,000 loan to a 
white corporation and said, “The 
dollar has never been segregated.” 
On school integration he _ re- 
marked, “I'll bet there are some 
little black Negro boys who don't 
have an opportunity to go to the 
good schools who could probably 
shot a rocket to the moon with 
no sweat at all.” 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art.—]JEFFERSON 





The oleg rw 


rH HUGHES BILL for indus- 
trial safety: has reduced industrial 
death and injuries in other states. The 
Governor's study commission said 997 
lexans die every vear and 402,000 are 

red on the job. This is carnage 
less publicized but more serious than 
the much ballyhooed highway accident 
toll, vet the Texas Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation and its assorted spokesmen 
had the face to oppose the Hughes 
bill in committee last week. As long as 
the legislators fail to enact this law 
they have murder and maiming on 
their hands. 

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERN- 
MENT is neither a hberal nor a con- 
servative goal. In Congress lberal 
Paul Douglas is its most insistent ad- 
vocate. In Austin the man who has 
stepped forward for a Hoover Com- 
mission type study of the state gov- 
ernment is a moderate, Rep. Dick 
Cory. That most right-wingers in the 
House block-opposed the bill was 
amazing. The potency of the moder- 
ate-liberal coalition was demonstrated 
by the two-to-one margin for Cory’s 
bill. 


PUNISH! PUNISH! cry 


legislators and crime commission ex- 


many 


perts. They want to lower the age 
when you can send a boy or a girl to 
the pen, they want to raise penalties 
all along the line. Don’t they know 
that crime is social?—that you clean 
out slums, you finance probation offi- 
cers, you give people decent minimum 


The 


Appalling, the appearance of gags 

around the mouths of state employees 
and teachers! Jan. 31 we reported the 
gag with which the state hospitals 
board tried to choke off its employees 
ifom talking to their own legislators ; 
the board has reluctantly rescinded 
this order. This week on the House 
floor Rep. Gladden (to the applause 
of his colleagues) exposed an outrag- 
cous “plan of action recommended by 
your State Teachers’ Assn.” for Texas 
school teachers which says: “These 
letters (from teachers) will tell the 
legislators THAT YOU WANT 
THE PROGRAM NOW, AND 
YOU WANT THE FUNDS PRO- 
VIDED TO PAY FOR IT. (Do not 
tell them what taxes you favor) 
Do not mention the fact that you are 
a teacher.” Hypocrisy, poor citizen- 
ship, and an attempt to regiment 
teachers’ thinking—from the official 
state teachers’ association! 

And this issue the Observer discov- 
ers another disgusting instance of the 
use of official government power to 
deny citizens who happen to work for 
the government their rights of free 
speech and dissent. Insurance Cmsr. 
Harrison memo’d all his employees to 
report to him all requests for informa- 
tion from legislators (to avoid “com- 
plications,” ) and not to make any rec- 


wages, and thereby you reduce crime 
—not by clubbing, clubbing, the grow 
ing giant. 


IS A PERSON WORTH $3? Ap 
parently not, says the Legislative Bud- 
get Board, slashing to zero the $40,000 
request of the Migrant Labor Council, 
which is devising plans for the wel- 
fare of 110,000 otherwise 
much abused Texas migrant workers 
(see page 7). This appropriation must 


be restored. 


A CLOSED PROFESSION—not 
a closed shop—ts the issue behind Sen. 
Lane's effort to abolish the require- 
ment every lawyer join the State Bar 
Assn., a private organization. To be a 
lawyer you have to be a member of 
that private organization. None of the 
unions seek to close entire professions 
to non-union workers. If some law 
firm wants to require all its boys to 
join up, okay, but closing professions 
to those who object to joining a pri- 
vate organization violates their rights 
as individuals. 


A NATIONAL PARK on Padre 
Island can be achieved if the legisla- 
ture will enact the Daily bill to au- 
thorize the parks board to buy the nec- 
essary land and give it to the federal 
government. The Interior Department, 
we are advised, is receptive to preserv- 
ing and maintaining the area for the 
enjoyment of all the people into per- 
petuity. Can the legislators for once 
transcend the shallow slogan of states’ 
rights ?—If they don’t, nothing will be 
done and they know it. 


Gags 


ommendations on insurance 
tion to any legislator ‘ 
thorized by the board.” 


ignored 


legisla- 
‘except as au- 


Do people who take public jobs lose 
their free speech? Orders from head- 
quarters to keep your mouth shut be- 
cause you get your paycheck from a 
public source are vicious in result, 
whether vicious in inten: or not, and 
ought to be curbed by law. As for the 
teachers—are they so gutless they take 
orders from a gutless headquarters? 


She FBI 


We recommend that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation intervene in 
the Harrison County scandal (Obs. 
Feb. 21) in which a jury of his co- 
workers and friends acquitted a man 
who, as chief deputy sheriff, admitted 
tying a white and a Negro to trees 
and beating the white (the Negro said 
he was beaten too). If that’s not a 
civil rights case we never heard of 
one. The Federal Civil Rights com- 
mission should inquire, too. When 
local areas deprive Americans of 
their rights and the state remains in- 


different there is no option to federal 
intervention, 
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PURIFY OUR PAST 
OF SKEPTIC STAIN 


AUSTIN 

Although the four legislators’ bill 
to require professors at state colleges 
to swear they believe in a “Supreme 
Being” other than the Legislature has 
not yet been set for public hearing in 
the House state affairs committee, and 
may not be, we venture a few sugges- 
tions on how it may be extended to 
accomplish the purging of our Texas 
heritage. 


No student of our history can deny 
that atheists, agnostics, and Jefferson- 
ian deists dominated the revolution 
from which proceeded our state. Our 
torebears—Sam Houston, Thomas J. 
Rusk, George Childress, the rest of 
them—agreed in the Declaration of 
Independence at Washington-on-the- 
Brazos March 2, 1836, that Mexico 
had inflicted on Texians ... 


.. @ eonsolidated central mili- 
tary despotism, in which every in- 
terest is disregarded but that of the 
army and the priesthood, both the 
eternal enemies of civil liberty, the 
ever ready minions of power, and 
the usual instruments of tyrants. 


The constitution of the Republic of 
Texas promulgated mostly by these 
same men just 15 day after the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence 
went further. In Article V, Section I, 
the fathers of the sons and daughters 
of the Republic decreed: 


Ministers of the gospel being, by 
their profession, dedicated to God 
and the care of souls, ought not to 
be diverted from the great dutics of 
their functions ; therefore, no minis- 
ter of the gospel or priest of any 
denomination whatever shall be eli- 
gible to the office of the executive 
of the republic, nor to a seat in a 
branch of the congress of the same. 


And there was yet another atheistic 
clause in the Declaration of Rights of 
the Republic’s constitution: 


. every person shall be permit- 
ted to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience. 


The atheists also worked their way 
into the legislature later on. In 1881, 
establishing the University of Texas, 
they provided, as the Daily Texan has 
pointed out, that no religious qualifi- 
cations should be required for admis- 
sion to any office or privilege con- 
nected with the University. 


The anti-atheists therefore may 
wish to purify our past of these skep- 
tic stains. Perhaps a legislative delega- 
tion, properly authorized by law, can 
visit Heaven while their colleagues are 
voting on new tax bills and seek per- 
mission to apply the new oath to our 
revered but free-thinking forebears. 
This junket might not pay off, though, 
since most of them are likely in hell. 
Alternately the Texas Education Ag- 
ency can be instructed to clean up the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution a bit. It would be diffi- 
cult, however, to deface the originals 
without causing some comment. All in 
all it might be simpler to stamp the 
tainted schoolbooks, “Warning: This 
Book Contains Atheist Ideas. Signed, 
The Faithful Four.” 


It is difficult to evade the harsh 
truth that not the four new legislative 
assistants to St. Peter, but one Eliud 
Martinez, a 24-year-old Austin -—art 
student, most faithfully bears along 
the Texas heritage. One night at 
Stereo Stop, a hi-fi beer-and-hogskins 
place wallpapered with egg crating 
cardboards, Eliud was sporting about 
with members of the Austin Flea Cir- 
cus and suddenly realized that, mind 
foaming, he had agreed to mount the 
campus at noon the next day swathed 
in strips of white cloth, a mesquite 
thorn crown on his brow and a six- 
foot cross on his back, The Flea Cir- 
cus prompters were to accompany him 
dressed as Roman _ soldiers. They 
chickened out, but not Eliud. 


When he arrived at the campus Stu- 
dent Dean Arno Nowotny tried to 
keep him from taking the cross out of 
a car; Nowotny asked him if he was 
a student, and told him he wouldn’t be 
a student tomorrow if he tried this, 
to which he replied, “I have to.” An 
Austin cop, butting into other peo 
ple’s business as usual, prevented him 
from breaching the campus, so he 
marched along in the gutter a block, 
disconsolate, except when he waved 
cheerfully at four girls he knew, and 
then took off in the accomplice’s car, 
cross and all. 


Lliud is a serious fellow; not beat, 
in spite of his black beard. “I’m doing 
this in protest against legislative con- 
trol of values,” he said; “I am not an 
atheist or an agnostic. I believe in God 
but I also believe something must be 
done about that oath.” 


When the Faithful Four introduced 
their bill they made some unfortunate 
statements. “I have a suspicion a great 
number of atheists are communists,” 
said white supremist Joe Chapman; 
and most of them hide out, he said, 
at the University of Texas. Reps. 
Lewis and Dungan hinted about athe- 
ists at SMU, the Methodist church 
school. Rep. Hollowell was candid 
enough to admit all they had was hear- 
say, and then the returns started pour- 
ing in—lusty, almost exhilirated oppo- 
sition. Examples: 


Dr. Harry Ransom, vice president. 
U.T.: Atheism is not taught at U.T. 
You come back, anyway, to “the brass 
tack of whether a person is teaching 
effectively or not teaching effect- 
ively.” Dr, Lanier Cox, vice president, 
U.T.: Sincere campus interest in re- 
ligion is higher than ever before. Dr. 
Willis Tate, president, SMU: the 
charges are ridiculous. Melvin Straus, 
assistant professor of government, 
U.T.: “The supreme power of the 
state would become greater if the gov- 
ernment were allowed to fine a person 
for being an atheist.” University of 
Texas Women’s Council: “Genuine 
education includes the right of the 
student to hear an objective presenta- 
tion of all systems of thought.” 


Lynn Landrum, Dallas. News: if an 
atheist professor is tops in his field, 
he should be hired; if he becomes a 
missionary for atheism, he should be 
fired. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal: 
“'.. an oath would not mean much to 
an atheist Besides, it would be 
skirting uncomfortably close to mix- 
ing church and state.” San Antonio 
Express: “Teachers’ Faith Rooted in 
More Than a Legislator.” The Daily 
Texan, U.T.: “What the hell are we 
afraid of ?... Bring on the iconoclasts 
... Turn on the generators.” Corpus 
Christi Caller: “It is terrifying to con- 
template the logical conclusion ... Just 
who, for instance, is to define the 
term, ‘Supreme Being,’ when the 
range of religious belief in the United 
States, and even in Texas, is so 
great?” The Austin Statesman: “The 
McCarthy technique has no place in 
Texas.” 


Rey. Das Kelly Barnett, an Episco- 
pal professor of ethics, Austin: “I 
have never met (Martinez) but if you 
see him shake his hand for me.” Dr. 
Blake Smith, University of Texas 
Baptist Church: “It might be healthy 
if a good Baptist would study under 
an atheist once.” Rev. Jack Carter, 
U.T. Canterbury Assn.: “I would hate 
to see the day when an atheist could 
not speak his piece.” Rev. Brandoch 
Lovely, Unitarian Church of Austin: 
“No self respecting professor would 
sign such an oath, I’m not sure God 
really needs it.” Dr. Lawrence Bash, 
U.T. Christian Church: “The Ameri- 
can tradition has always held to free- 
dom of religion, which inevitably 
means freedom from religion.” Dr. 
Robert Ledbetter, director, U.T. Wes- 
ley Foundation and Bible Chair: Ag- 
nostics have the right to their beliefs. 
“Religion, too, is interested in this 
search for truth.” I, H. Saulson, di- 

(Continued col. 1, page 5, facing) 




















i a ee 


— ie ee ok, i 


-_ oe eee lCUrmle} 


I i et 


Ain ir an pe i te 














MARSHALL 

" Some day our times may be looked 

‘ back on as the era of the Democratic 

senators in the gray flannel togas. To 

borrow the phrase from Wilma Dyke- 

man, the gray flannel has become a 

way of life, a symbol of those who 

| must win friends at all costs, avoid 

even the semblance of controversy, and 

neutralize all intellectual color to the 

drab gray of their timid and cosy cor- 
ners of conformity. 





The patron saint of the grays seems 
to be Senator Lyndon Johnson of 
Texas, the great moderator, compro- 
miser, and neutralizer. It took a cour- 
ageous speech by Senator Bill Prox- 
| mire to bring out the heel-nipping of 

the high priests of tHe cult of the col- 
orless, such as Richard L. Neuberger 
| and Mike Mansfield. As the senator 
from Wisconsin pointed out that 
there had been only one Senate Demo- 
cratic caucus a year in 1958 and 1959, 
of the average duration of two and a 
half minutes, and that party policy re- 
ceived no treatment in either, he was 
set upon by the great liberal from Ore- 
gon, Sen. Neuberger. 





Had not Sen. Proxmire been lavish 
with his praise of the majority leader 
in the past, the Oregonian wanted to 

4 know ; had not the great White Father 

responded with the granting of valued 
committee posts to the senator from 
Wisconsin? Then, to quote Sen. Neu- 


berger : 

_ “My reason for raising this point 
{ is that it does seem to me that to accept 
f what emoluments and benefits the ma- 

pority leader could confer, and then 


to turn on him, after being elected to 
a six-year term, certainly should be 
called to the attention of the Senate.” 


Why, Senator Neuberger, why? Be- 
cause all Democrats must become lack- 
eys and slaves of a leader who has 
usurped all party power, and may not 
even seek more caucuses while ac- 
knowledging the value of the leader- 
ship? What gray fungus growth has 
fastened upon the mind of the erst- 
while liberal from the Far West? Can 
his former pen pal, Sen. Wayne 
Morse, have been 100 percent correct 
in his characterization of his activi- 
ties? Or, more realistically, was the 

Tr criticism a cheap effort to glaze over 
the real complaint Sen. Proxmire had 
voiced, that the party principles were 
being ignored by autocratic congres- 
sional leadership? 





/ Many have long contended 
that any resemblance between the true 
liberal creed of the Democratic Party, 

and the Johnson-Rayburn axis in Con- 

gress, is purely accidental. The na- 

tional Democratic committee and con- 
vention may propose, but the Texans 
dispose—and only as suits their gray 
flannel fancies. They have a high dis- 

dain for those who make up the lib- 
eral backbone of the party, and on oc- 

casion have even peevishly snarled that 
they will furnish the jeadership of the 


SKEPTIC STAIN 


(Continued from Page 4) 
rector, U.T. Hillel Foundation, noting 
Chapman sponsored segregation bills: 
| “If that be religion, I want no part of 
it.” Dr. Robert Raible, pastor, First 
Unitarian Church, Dallas: “You can- 
not help a student by withholding 
ideas from him Texas is big 
enough to stand a few atheists within 
its borders.” 








It’s clear that if the boys want an 
investigation, they’re going to have to 
start with the churches, not the col- 
leges. The witnesses may take a tip 

‘ from a venerable story, perhaps but 
probably not apocryphal, about the in- 
vestigation of atheism at the Univer- 
sity of Texas in the thirties. A regent, 
hardly renowned for his contributions 

Ds to, or benefits from, higher education, 

demanded of University President H. 

Y. Benedict, “Do you believe in God ?” 

Benedict responded, “Do you mean an 

anthropomorphic God?” The regents 

went on to the next question. R.D. 





party, and the devil take the national 
committee and Democratic Advisory 
Council. Indeed, their refusal to fol- 
low the course charted in national con- 
ventions prompted the founding of 
the council. 


Sen. Proxmire’s critics tried to play 
down the mere formalism of the John- 
son dominated caucuses by pointing 
out that after the autocrat of medioc- 
rity had given his orders, he paused to 
ask if there were any questions. The 
writer is reminded of the story of 
some timid souls who had suffered at 
the hands of the town bully who in- 
vaded their pie supper while too far 
gone in his cups. Two 2x12 boards on 
sawhorses constituted the outdoor ta- 
ble for the pies, ranged down either of 
its sides. The drunk started out at the 
head of that table and stepped on ev- 
ery pie, first to the right, then to the 
left, and leapt to the ground and asked 
if there was anybody who didn’t like 


it. If Sen. Proxmire is to be berated 
even for suggesting more caucuses 
what will happen to the senator who 
seeks to have the party principles car 
ried out against the wishes of the 
Johnson-Rayburn business backers? 


Likely the most cowering statement 
on the whole affair came from the 
Democratic “whip,” Sen. Mansfield 
He lashed out with the crackling con- 
clusion: 


“We Democrats have a tendency to 


differences within our party. Confer 
ences might just increase those differ 
ences.” 


Well, bless us, and who is to de 


prive the Democrats of the duty to 


maintain a free marketplace for th: 
exchange of ideas—who but one wh 
has no wares to display ? Have the ser 
ators degenerated to such an extent 
that they abdicate all voice in party 
policies merely to avoid controvers) 





Who 


WASHINGTON 

The Big Test for LBJ — The best 
thing to do, Lyndon B. Johnson’s wor- 
ried friends were saying, is to pretend 
it didn’t happen. Act as if there is no 
Senator William Proxmire from Wis- 
consin. At all costs don’t get into a 
name-calling contest. 


In the first week after Proxmire 
brought out in the open the under-cur- 
rent of resentment against the Texan’s 
leadership that’s the course Johnson’s 
friends followed. There has been only 
one serious answer to Proxmire’s de- 
mand for “more democracy and less 
autocracy” by the Democratic leader. 
It came from Sen. Richard Neuberger 
of Oregon. 


Many people were surprised, but 
they need not have been. Neuberger 
has long admired Johnson’s skill as a 
politician. It was Neuberger who set 
the theme, since repeated by Johnson’s 
political friends, that Proxmire is 
something of an ingrate for voicing his 
feelings in public. But is that really 
the issue ? 


There are those who like Proxmire 
and those who do not. Proxmire may 
be in the independent liberal tradition 
of Wisconsin’s Bob LaFfollette. Or he 
may be a brash young man who wants 
to project himself into the national 


- ERA OF SENATORS IN GRAY FLANNEL SUITS 


und differences of opinion? Gray, 


flannel! 


FORTUNATELY, all the 
ies are not dull gray; there are 
open speeches, coming from 
as Sen. Joe Clark; and thank 
en for the Old Contemptibles, 
Wayne Morse, Paul Douglas, and, ves, 
*s Kefauver. They hold no fear of 
fferences of opinion; they don’t ask 
United States senator to bend the 
r lick a boot on account of com- 
ee appointments. Paul Douglas has 
iggested that if there be those 
fuse to follow the liberal march 
1¢ party, they should join another 
an ,and that he would help pack 

nches for their leavetaking. 
let us be up and doing. We 
form C.A.R.E. groups: food 
ibus, tidbits for Talmadge. 
for Byrd; pack ‘em a good 

Way box! 
FRANKLIN JONES 





Runs the Senate? 


limelight in a hurry. Too little is sti 


known of the man to be sure what 
category he fits. But Proxmire isn't 


the issue, either. 


The question is who determines 


Democratic policy in the Senate and 


what is that policy going to be? Wil 
the Senate be run by senators fror 
states with less than ten percent of t 
population of the country, many « 
whom are beholden to big oil com 
panies, Wall Street banks, and th 
giant insurance combines? Or will t 
men who come from California, Illi 
nois, Pennsyivania, New York, Massa 
chusetts, Michigan, and other popu 
lous areas at least be given a look-ir 
Of the entire Southern senate cor 


tingent only a handful can be said not 


to represent some special interest. 
Seniority when Convenient—As fa 
as the Proxmire incident was 


cot 


cerned, Johnson’s big mistake was to 


employ the seniority system in the 
Senate when it suited his convenience 
and to ignore it when it suited his con 
venience. 

He by-passed Proxmire for th 
Senate finance committee. Instead ot 
Proxmire, he put two freshmen sena 
tors on the committee, one from Min 
nesota and one from Indiana. If |! 
had been consistent about the seniorit 
custom he might still be the uncha! 
lenged political boss of the Senate, but 





- that his. fidelity is first to 

‘rvative business interests. 
nation’s big banking interests 
pect Proxmire, even though he did 
nt at J. P. Morgan and Co. after 
Harvard Business School. 
would not be happy with him on 
mmittee. He is asking too many 
ms about what the “tight money 
may have done to the economy 

1 who got rich out of it. 

[his isn’t the first time Johnson has 
-d seniority, when he felt like it. 
i while he kept Estes Kefauver 
m heading the Senate anti-trust 


emed to be going after certain utility 
mpanies, which are also said to 
‘ep’ some Southern senators. 
The issues Proxmire has _ raised 
on't disappear. They will continue to 
p up until they are met head on. 
low will Johnson handle Prox- 
mire? More important, how will he 
handle the issue posed by Proxmire? 
Will he call Democratic senators into 
4ucus more often than once a year? 
he allow them to discuss subjects 
national, local, and party interest ? 
he abide by majority decision on 
t bills should be called up and in 
hat order? 
is that too democratic for the 
1ocratic leader ? 
Ropert G. SPIVACK 





A BATTLEFIELD BECALMED 


AUSTIN 

A deceptive quiet hangs over the 
battlefield—in the Senate a patient 
languidness, and in the House hard, 
silent digging that has so far yielded 
nothing tangible. At mid-session the 
56th Texas legislature reflects a seren- 
ity belying the basic conflict. 


There have been setbacks for all. 
The general sales tax has encountered 
surprisingly formidable early opposi- 
tion, and the conservative leadership 
is now gingerly laying down a pattern 
of new and additional selective sales 
taxes to throw into the broach should 
the general tax ultimately fail. An ar- 
tillery barrage of new selective sales 
taxes has been fired into the commit- 
tees, all from legislative outposts 
organizationally leading through 
Speaker Waggoner Carr to the unseen 
commandants who direct the conserv- 
ative cause in Texas. The big gun, 
Seeligson’s 1.5 percent general sales 
tax measure, stands in reserve await- 
ing the time in the closing moments of 
the regular session, or in the special 
session, when it can be unlimbered at 
best tactical advantage. 


Meanwhile the Governor’s staff, sit- 
ting quietly on the sidelines in House 
committee meetings, speaking quietly 
and politely when called on, has 
watched the executive program daily 
lose speed. His tax program has all 
but ground to a halt before the right 
wing roadblock commanded by V. L. 


Ramsey, chairman of the revenue ar 
tax committee. The business assault 
on the franchise tax and the dormant 
bank accounts bills were long and s\ 
tained. Hopes for early passage of ta 
measures to erase the $65 million state 
deficit—thus clearing the way for t 
great debate on new taxes—have ! 
flickered out, except among the hard 
est of the Governor’s supporters 


Among liberals there is detectabl 
rather strained stance, as if braced fo: 
the coming blow. The dragging sessior 
is calculated to create a last-minute at 
mosphere in which a sales tax is pos- 
sible ; the liberals, knowing this, wat 
the passing days with uneasiness. Th 
count the anti-sales tax votes and re 
lax ;-more days pass and they becom« 
uneasy again. Another straw vote an 
their forces are stronger than ever 
Relaxation again, but still a gnawing 
fear that somehow education bills v 
be sidetracked and other reforms for 
saken in a last minute tax impasse 


| 


But there have been some surpris¢ 
The “economy” talk that echoed fron 
the opening gavel is now arrayed 
alongside “need” talk, bolstered by the 
revelations of the state hospital board 
and the forthright, well documented 
presentations by sundry spokesmen 
for higher education, the state’s youth 
programs, and the prison system 
There is talk of a general revenue 
budget in excess of $350 million, and 
even the most conservative estimates 
range above $300 million. (The Legis 


tive Budget Board has recommended 
285 million and the Governor $330 
m11110N. ) 
In the budget battle, cross winds are 
shening as the House Appropria- 
ns Committee begins writing the 
neral appropriations bill. Chairman 
Heatly of Paducah has slanted 
ey subcommittees decisively conserv- 
itive. The hospitals and special schools 
seem a marked casualty, and rumors 
heard the Department of Health 
ill be whacked. On the subcommittee 
higher education, the liberal major- 
ty can be expected to track fairly 
closely the requests for adequate 


TeLs 


Meanwhile, the well-oiled teacher 
lobby has begun to swing into action 

r a pay raise. Conservatives may 

se the Issue to mount a last-gasp 
“sales tax for education” drive. Con- 
versely there will be a “natural re- 

urces tax for education” drive by 
the anti-sales taxers. The Texas State 
Teachers Assn. is sitting tight, push- 
ing the pay raise bill without commit- 
ting itself on taxes. 

The rest of the session promises 
mounting tension leading to deadlock, 
the special session still more tension 
leading to decision or possibly, even 
probably, a second special session. 
More than once last week, the state- 
ment was heard, “Come around in 
August and I'll give you the answer, 
maybe.” L.G. 
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A Conversation On Firetraps: 
A Clause in Time Saves What? 


AUSTIN 

After a round of conversations | 

vith Legislative Budget Board 
staff director Vernon McGee on 
safety conditions in Texas in- 
stitutions, the Observer this week 
is lost in a maze of “unobligated | 
balances,” a little known para- | 
graph in an appropriation bill, | 
and an emphatic declaration by | 


COALITION VOTES 
HOOVER’ STUDY - 


Rep. Dick Cory’s bill establish- 
ing a “little Hoover Commission” 
weathered a of crippling 
amendments and a last gasp point 
of order and passed to third read- 
ing in the House despite opposi- 
tion of militant conservatives led 
by Byron Tunnell of Tyler, Louis 





Series 


Dugas of Orange, and Frates See- 
ligson of San Antonio 
Eight votes were taken on 


amendments so involved that lib- 
erals and conservatives often lined 


The bill passed 97 to 


up together 


#44, with most of the “no” votes 
coming from the conservatives 
Cory's bill would establish a 


commission patterned 
along the lines of the Hoover 
Commission to “study not investi- 
gate” all state agencies to elimin- 
ate overlapping services. The com- 
would be composed of 


private 


mission 
twelve members, two appointed 
by the Governor, five by the 


speaker of the House, and five by 
the lieutenant governor. Only two 
representatives and two senators 
would serve on the commission, 
the other eight members coming 
from private life. 

Opposition centered around the 
theme “the bill took still more au- | 
thority out of the hands of the} 
legislature,” (Reps. Dugas and | 
Jimmy Day of Brookshire); | 
‘would be too costly an economy 
move” (Reps. Tunnell and Charles 
Sandahl of Austin) and was “noth- 
ing but a political football” (Rep. 
Dewey of Bryan). Dugas’s amend- 
ment to have the work done by | 
the legislative council was tabled | 
84-51; Sandahl’'s amendment to 
place a ceiling on _ salaries paid 
staff members hired by the com- 
mission was tabled 76-63; and 
Tunnell’'s amendment to have the} 
work done by the privately-fi- 
nanced Texas Research League 
was tabled 87-52 

In speaking for his amendment, 
which drew strong conservative 
support, Tunnell said, “The Texas 
Research League said they would 
make this study, and they esti- 
mate it would cost $1 million for 
the four years. Let me say the 
heat is on and if you can't go 
along with me, I'll understand.” 
Cory moved to table because 
“there always would be the ques- 
, tion in future years that the study 
was influenced by private money.” 
He added that the Tunnell amend- 
ment, authorizing state employees 
to work under a private group, 
was “not right, and probably un-| 
constitutional.” The amendment 
was defeated by a liberal-moder- 
ate coalition. Speaker Carr over- 
ruled a point of order as the 
House gave the bill final approval. 


| Youth Council Director Dr, James 


Turman, who all hands agree how- 
ever, has the right slant on things. 

McGee said “prudent adminis- 
tration” could agencies 
with funds to replace fire hazards. 
He amplified his remarks by quot- 
ing out of H. B. 133 of the last 
legislature 


provide 


“A lot of things can be done to 
replace fire hazards,” McGee 
said. “If an administrator is pru- 
dent with his budget as a conser- 
vative administrator will be, he'll 
come out with a little budget 
surplus. It’s almost impossible to 
come out right to the penny at 
the end of the year. Now, you 
multiply all these little unobli- 
gated balances at each institution 
and you have a sizable amount 
of money that can be used to 
combat fire hazards. You take 
Gatesville, They had an 


now, 


}unexpended balance of $60,828 as 


of Aug. 31, 1958 

The Observer put the question 
to Turman. “Why, that balance 
was purposely and painfully built 
up by us to take care of the 
squeeze we were already in and 
we knew was going to get worse 
in the second year of the bien- 
nium,” Turman said. “That money 
was for bread and beans. Let 
me explain. They budgeted us 
for both years on the basis of a 
population of 850 boys at Gates- 
ville. Well, we passed that number 
early in the first fiscal year and 
knew it was going to get much 
rougher in the following year 
when we also were budgeted on 
the basis of 850 boys. We began 
pruning the staff immediately, 
and economizing in every item. 
And I mean every item, except 
food and medical care. And I'll 


| say we have some pretty careful 


planning even on food. We have 
1,157 boys now and we're just half- 
way through the second year. We 
have tightened our belts in every 
way. We don’t have the money for 
adequate educational and voca- 
tional training for these boys, and 
we've cut repair work and general 


get it all from the patients and 
let the boys wear their own cloth- 
ing .. So, you see, we squeezed 
the first year because we knew it 
was going to get worse the second 
year and we wanted money for 
food in 1959. Bread and _ beans 
come first.” 


Asked to comment on the Youth 
director’s statement, McGee said, 
“Dr. Turman is exactly right. I did 
not intend you to understand I 
meant those unobligated balances 
were a device for attaining fire 
prevention. The point I was try- 
ing to make was if they were able 
to accumulate $60,000, I assume 
they had everything they needed 
for fire prevention because the 
money did accumulate. You see? 
But of course, these unobligated 
balances are not the sole answer. 
There is a paragraph in the last 
appropriation bill making it clear 
that irrespective of any budgetary 
requirements, officials of the state 
institutions are authorized to take 
whatever measures they deem 
necessary to’maintain fire preven- 
tion programs,” McGee said. 

The paragraph referred to by 
McGee reads: “From any amounts 
appropriated to it and to the re- 
spective institutions under its jur- 
isdiction, the Board for the Texas 
State Hospitals and Special 
Schools is authorized to employ, 





(An English professor of our 
acquaintance has passed along to 
us, as an instance of-the stand- 
ards for graduation from Dallas 
high schools, this first-year col- 
lege essay by one of his students. 
“If you wish to print it under 
; some such heading as “Dallas Cul- 
ture, 1959,’ go ahead,” the profes- 
sor wrote; “Just don’t say what 
school it came from, or we will 
have a bill in the legislature 
against exposing the _ incredible, 
complacent ignorance of our high 
school graduates.” We suspect that 
legislators nevertheless may wish 
to apply this high school gradu- 
ate’s production in evidence on 
the question of Senator Fly’s pro- 
posed educational standards com- 
mission, which the Observer fa- 
vors, even if Senator Fly did in- 
troduce it.—Ed.) 


66 RACEING 

One night last summer my 
friend Harry and I were riding 
around Dallas and places outside 
of Dallas. We had not been ride- 
ing to long when Harry wonted 
to find Raymon. I thought that 
this was a good idea so I started 
looking for Raymon. I had been 
feeling good all that day and 
night. Harry and I had meet at 
about six o'clock that night and 
we went to a show. The show, 
which was no good, was over at 
about ten oclock so we had started 





regardless of the limitations ime | 


posed by Section 2b (1) of this | for Raymon at was the pig stand. | 


Article, sufficient personnel 
provide and to maintain fire pre- | 
vention programs, drills, and| 


evacuation plans for the safety of ! 
inmates, patients, and employees.” 


Section 2b (1) reads “The Board | lot and him and I or the best of | 
for Texas Hospitals and Special | friends. I haved stayed over at his | 


Schools may employ personnel in | 
hospitals and _ institutions 
within the position titles shown 


rideing. The first place that I look 


to|I do not like the pig stand to| 


much but every body that I know 
stays their so I go around the 
place. This time I did not find 
Raymon. I like Raymon quite a 


house a lot at night. The only bad 


only | part about him, the part that I 


dont like, is that he drink’s a lot. 


;and at an annual salary rate not|I then drove over to the Band B. 


to exceed those specified below . 


| provision doesn’t provide money | 
'for fire prevention. The superin- 
tendent would have to take the | 
money budgeted for 


something | 
| else, but it does give him the! 


.” | He was not their. I still felt like | 
| McGee said, “I'll grant that the|finding him so I drove around | 


town looking for him. 

It was on Fitzhugh that I first 
saw Raymon. I was in my fifty 
one Ford. Raymon was in his fifty 
four Ford thus his car can go a 


maintenance and clothing. We cut choice in order of priority,” Mc- | little bit faster than my car but I 


the clothing severely and trv ¢ 


Gee said 





L.G. believe that my car can take a! then. 
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turn a lot faster than his. When I 
saw Raymon I felt like stoping 
him and I felt like he would stop 
scence he would know that it was 
me. As I drove up to Raymon 
were not going fast but at a slow 
speed however Raymon started to 
speed. This at ounce for some rea- 
sion mad Harry mad at Raymon. 
I was not mad at all but started 
after him. He was about three 
blocks ahead of me and I thought 
that I would never get him if he 
went on without turning for it 
was at a turn that I could get 
get closer to him. I knew that he 
would turn sometime to stay off 
of the main streets. For I know 
from experence that you can race 
all night in Dallas without being 
stoped by the cops as lond as you 
stay on the uninportant streets 
and stay off the main streets. I 
have been stoped though on some 
small streets but not as offten as 
when I hit a main street. I was 
not the lest bit mad at Raymon 
but I was geting mad. I wonted 
him to stop so that I could ask 
him to ride with Harry and me 
but I could never catch him. He 
must have been driveing fast be- 
cause I was doing sixty eight 
| down Barry. At this time I took a 
|turn at about fifty miles an hour 
and allmost turned my car over. 
This is what made me mad and I 
was very mad. I thought about 
how my cousin had turned his 
father’s car over about a week 
| befor and I know that I could not 





| buy a new car if I tore this one 
| up. I was so mad that if I caught 
Raymon now I was going to beet 
him up. At this time I was comm- 
ling to a stop sign and begain to 
|slow down to stop. Raymon had 
not stoped for the sign so Harry 
told me not to stop therefore I 
went on through the stop sign at 
sixty miles an hour. Another car 
which I did not see untill it was 
to late to stop was comming from 
my left. So I left the street went 
into this man’s frount yard and 
stoped their. I realy told Raymon 


| off when I meet him later that 


| night at the pig stand and we al- 
| most had a fight with each outher. 
| But I am still raceing now and 


9 








Sheriffs, Kappa Sigs, Ads; Flagpole for Two 


~~ A Crosby County grand jury 
indicted the sheriff, J. T. Her- 
rington, who confessed pocketing 
“fine money and accepting pay 


| from the county for boarding pris- 


oners when they were not actu- 
ally in jail. Ernest Joiner, in the 
Ralls Banner, said the people 
ought to take their share of the 
blame—“They wanted their sons 
carted home from their drunken 
instead of being tossed 
tank and fined as the 


orgies 
in the 


| drunks they were and still are,” 


sought other “special favors,” and 
only 1800 of them voted; “for my 
money the rest of them can go to 
hell.” Harrington can’t make real 
restitution, Joiner said, to Mexi- 
can and Negro minorities he mis- 
handled. “These people have been 
exploited in the worst possible 
way. Their money has been stolen 
by an official of this county .. 

They are prey for all unscrupu- 


lous wearers of guns.” 
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xe Kappa Sigs, whose fraternity 

house is at the head of a mall 
leading from the fountain in front 
of the University of Texas, clam- 
bered atop their house dressed up 
ike Mexicans, brandished guns, 
and set off a few mock blasts in 
response to ROTC-ignited fake- 
blasts under cannon on the cam- 
pus. After a few formal speeches, 
as are customary at March 2nd 
independence day celebrations, the 








Kappa Sigma warriors “surren- 
‘ered” to the cannonading ROTC 
Texians. 


he The Dallas Times-Herald ran 

a column by Weldon Owens 
neaded: “Reading Can Be Educa- 
tional”” The first paragraph: 
‘You take the average fellow 
loesn’t realize what he’s missing 
by not reading all the ads. Be- 
sides bargains.” The last para- 
raph: “So don’t pass up the 
printed word. There may be a 
orize in every paragraph.” 


he An all-male El Paso jury ac- 

quitted William Pettit, 33, an 
itinerant flagpole sitter, of charges 
he raped a 14-year-old girl atop a 
$5-foot flagpole after testimony 
developed that the girl (1) made 
the first overture by telephone 
upon hearing Pettit’s radio broad- 





cast from atop the flagpole; (2) 
told him she was 19 years old; 
(3) admitted “we had talked sex’”’ 
over the telephone; (4) brought 
him a birthday cake; (5) climbed 
the pole “several times.” i 
Across the Rio Grande from El 
Paso in Juarez, eleven male mem- 
bers of a teenage gang dubbed 
“The Outlaws,” under investiga- 
tion for armed robbery by police, 
claimed their expenses in a $100-a- 
month apartment were paid by 
their girl friends, who worked as 
barmaids and carhops in El] Paso. 
“Us girls supported the boys,” said 
a 19-year-old female gang mem- 
ber, one of four girls held along 


with eleven boys .... In Wichita 
Falls, a grand jury began inves- 


tigating a story, confirmed by lie 
detector tests, that a 17-year-old 
unwed mother told of torrid love 
trysts with nine policement, eight 
of whom are married. The girl's 
mother broke the case when she 
told Police Chief C. C. Daniel that 
she suspected one of two police 
officers was the father of her 
daughter’s child. The girl told au- 
thorities she had been dating po- 
licemen after work at a drive-in 
restaurant since she was 15. 


The late Hugh Roy Cullen, 

who said he gave away 93 per 
cent of his income after caring for 
|his family, left $9.3 million, of 
which $4.4 million was taxable un- 
| der the state inheritance tax law, 
| probating revealed. 
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AUSTIN 


It would cost the state of 
Texas about $15,000 to find 
out how some of its most im- 
portant people live, the con- 
ditions under which they 
work, the kind of health haz- 
ards they face themselves and 
cause for others, and what 
the rest of us can do about 
these things. 


These people are not the oil 
millionaires, the administrators of 
government, or the members of 
the legislature, important as all 
these may be. These are the 110, 
000 Texas citizens, men, women, 
and children, who follow the farm 
work and harvest trail from 
February through October. They 
leave their homes in Texas each 
year between February and May, 
They work up through Texas, 
Oklahoma, Colorado, Missouri, 
Kansas, and Nebraska. Senator 
Henry Gonzalez of San Antonio 
told a subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate finance committee: “I have 
traveled in Michigan, Ohio, Colo- 
rado, and Indiana and I have 
seen my constituents from Bexar 
County there.” 


These American citizens travel 
jammed into trucks in the keeping 
of a crew leader, who makes the 
contacts with the farmers. There 
are no state laws to protect their 
lives. Texas has laws carefully 
prescribing the way in which 
cattle and merchandise shall 
Move and the precautions to be 
taken to prevent accidents and 
loss to property, but the Railroad 
Commission keeps its hands off 
the hauling of the migratory farm 
workers. 

“As a result,” said Senator 
Abraham Kazen of Laredo, “you 
often hear of ten to twenty-five 
people being killed in a wreck. 

“Their contribution,” reports the 
Texas Council on Migrant Labor, 
“is vital, because their services 
come at the crucial short period 
in which crops must be harvested.” 
This is what makes them im- 
portant. Modern farming has, in- 
deed, displaced many human 
workers with mechanical hands, 
The traveling farm laborer, much 
like his brother in the factories, 
is facing more and more the 
prospect of decreasing job oppor- 
tunities and greater unemploy- 
ment. “Modern farming has 
demonstrated great capacity to 
utilize productive technology at 
the same time that the number 
of Texas citizen migrant laborers 
is increasing,” as the council re- 
port says. But the technology has 
not progressed so far as to make 
them unnecessary. 

The question five senators are 
debating now is, are these 110, 
000 Texas citizens worth spend- 
ing $41,000 for. These five—Sen- 
ators A. M. Aiken, Jr., of Paris, 
Floyd Bradshaw of Weatherford, 
Culp Krueger of El Campo, Ward- 
low Lane of Center, and Ray 
Roberts of McKinney—are the 
subcommittee of the finance com- 
mittee, 

The Texas Council on Migrant 
Labor has asked for $13,000 a year 
for the next two years to continue 
operating and $15,000 to make a 
survey of the health and welfare 
needs of the migrant workers, 
data on which is almost non- 
existant. The Legislative Budget 
Board has recommended nothing 
for the council, advising the legis- 
lature that it may wish to decide 
whether the council's work is 
urgent and should be continued. 


HE COUNCIL has been in 
operation only since the first 

of 1958. It was set up by the 
1957 legislature, to “coordinate 
the work of the agencies repre- 
sented toward the improvement 
of transportation and living con- 
ditions of migrant laborers in 
Texas.” Carlos Castillon, execu- 
tive secretary of the Council, told 
the senators: “We found that the 
dilemma of the Texas migrant 





laborer and his family is to find, 
through his crew leader, enough 
short-term jobs and move rapidly 
in and out of areas to assure him- 
self and his family of a living 
wage the year around.” 


Traveling as he does, important 
as he is to the planting and cul- 
tivating and harvesting of the 
crops on which a nation depends, 
the migrant makes more than his 
share of sacrifices to help put 
bread and vegetables and meat on 
the tables of all. He has no laws 
to protect his wages or put a floor 
under them. He must work for 
what he can get, when he can get 
it, or do without. He must live 
in whatever kind of housing he 
can find, or his farmer employer 
is willing to furnish, 


Aliens have it better than citi- 


zens. Bracero laborers from Mex- 
ico come in under contract be- 
tween the government and the 
farmer, under a tready between 
Mexico and the United States. The 
contract and the treaty together 
guarantee at least 50 cents an 
hour minimum wage and specifies 
minimum standards of housing 
and health and accident insurance. 
The standards are not always ob- 
served, but at least farmers can 


|}be held accountable when they 


are not. 


The citizen migrant forfeits, in 
many cases, educational opportuni- 
ties, recreation, health and welfare 
services, that the more settled 
people of his home county take 
for granted. The source of his in- 
come is a day-to-day uncertainty. 
He is employed about two out of 
three days that he is available 
for work. The average annual in- 
come of an adult male laborer is 
only $1,000. For women and child- 


ren the annual average is only 
$500. 

Castillon said: “The migrant 
laborer has not shared in the 


overall well being of the nation, 
and his economic future is also 
of serious concern...We have 
found specific problems of a ser- 
ious nature in education, environ- 
mental sanitation, transportation, 
and recruitment and working con- 
ditions under unscrupulous crew 
leaders. We also found that uniis 
of government at the local level 
are becoming more aware of and 
concerned with the conditions un- 
der which migrant laborers live 
... Many migrant families return 
home and have to depend on local 
government assistance for support 
during winter months...” 


Castillon told the senators that 
there should be legislation to make 
crew leaders more responsible, 
possibly licenses that they should 
be required to take out. 


He spoke also of the problem 
of education for migrant laborers’ 
children. The children fall be- 
hind in school, en an average 
of five years behind their stay- 
at-home cousins. They get too old 
to remain in the first five school 
grades, so they drop out of school 
and become permanent migrants. 
When they come back home in 
the winter, their home base coun- 
ties find an upsurge in juvenile 
delinquency. This is in part, at 
least, due to idleness, said Castil- 
lon. 


HE PROBLEM of the tough 
young juvenile delinquent has 
worried the House judiciary com- 
mittee, too. Learned judges from 
San Antonio, Bryan, Wichita Falls, 
and Houston, and probation 
officers from Houston and San 
Antonio and Hidalgo County came 
to testify, Should children of 16 
or even less be treated as adults, 
if the crimes they committed were 
rape and robbery and murder? 
Or should they be sent to Gates- 
ville, where they could be held 
only a few months because that 
institution is so crowded that they 
must release delinquent boys to 








~ What Are People Worth? 


make room for others coming? 
The state is rushing the building 
of a new place to incarcerate these 
delinquents and the taxpayers are 
going to pay in this way, at least, 
for the education it did not fi- 
nance for the children of migrant 
laborers. 

The health problems of the 
migrants aren’t segregated with 
them, Castillon told the senators. 
Investigators found pink eye con- 
tagion among the carrots being 
harvested in the vegetable fields 
by migrant laborers. Legislators 
and health authorities have con- 
sidered such matters worthy of 
swift and stern measures—at least 
against cattle and hog diseases. 

Castillon explained why the 
Council needs $15,000 for its sur- 


| vey. 


“We have found no _ specific 
data in the fields of health and 
welfare...we have made no 
recommendations in that respect. 
...we must conduct a _ house-to- 
house sample survey” of migrants 
during the winter months when 
they are in home counties. 

The survey would include at 
least 10,000 families. Questions 
would be keyed to get a de- 
scription of the experiences, cus- 
toms, and social behavior signifi- 
cant to state health, wel- 
fare, employment, and education 
administrators in planning their 
services and some insight as to 
educational and employment re- 
quirements in the future in view 
of increasing automation on the 
farms. 

“".. we respectfully submit that 
the work of this council is urgent 
and that the appropriation re- 
quested is insignificant in terms 
of public benefits that have and 
will ge derived from it.” Castillon 
said. 

AL HIEKEN 





LEGALS 


NOTICE of Intention to Incorpo- 
rate a Firm. 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Pursuant to Article 1307, Re- 
vised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, 
as amended, notice is hereby 
given that Jack Ashby, Onnie 
Ashby, Hal Hart and Ora Hart, 
partners in Highland Lakes Nur- 





|sery and Garden Center, Marble 


Falls, Texas, have incorporated 
under the name of Highland 
Lakes Nursery and Garden Cen- 


ter, Inc. Dated: February 15, 1959. | 


Highland Lakes Nursery and 
Garden Center 

By: Jack Ashby 

By: Onnie Ashby 

By: Hal Hart 

By: Ora Hart 





TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that GAY 

LAUNDRY, 901 South Jackson 
Street, Jacksonville, Cherokee 
County, Texas, formerly a sole 
proprietorship of L. M. Gay, dba 
The Gay Laundry, Jacksonville, 
Texas, shall be hereafter con- 
ducted by a corporation under 
the same name, THE GAY LAUN- 
DRY, INC., a Texas Corporation 
with address as above shown. 

SIGNED this the 23rd day of 

February, 1959. 

THE GAY LAUNDRY 


By: L. M. GAY 





NOTICE of Intention to Incor- 
porate a Firm Without Change 
of Name. 

The State of Texas 
County of Travis 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
NOTICE is hereby given that 

William K. McAfee doing business 

under the firm name _ and style 

of FUTURA PRESS intends to 
incorporate such business with- 
out a change of firm name, effec- 

tive as of April 1, 1959. 

William K. McAfee 
FUTURA PRESS 





CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
IN DELINQUENT TAX SUIT 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 

In the name and by the author- 
ity of the State of Texas, Notice is 
hereby given as follows: 
To: Sarah Woods, if living, and if 
not, her heirs, known and un- 
known, who claim some interest 
in the one described prop- 
erty delinquent to Plaintiff herein, 
for taxes, to-wit: 
FIRST TRACT: 

All that certain lot, tract or 


parcel of land lying and 
situated in the County of Travis, 
State of Texas, known and des- 
cribed as follows: Being 
of land Seventy-five (75) 
by One hundred Forty-five 
feet off of the West 
South 

one-half on Block Thirteen (13) 
in the subdivision of Out-lot Fif- 
| ty-seven (57), Division “B” of the 
| government Outlots of the City 
lof Austin according to tt! 
or plat of said subdivisi 2. 
corded in Volume 1, page 3 of 
the Plat Records of Travis County 
Texas, such tract being enclosed 
within the following metes and 
bounds: Beginning at the South- 
west corner of 
Thirteen (13). Thence in a No! 
therly direction with the West 
line of said Block Thirteen (13) 
One hundred Forty-five (145) feet 
to a Twenty (20) foot alley 
Thence easterly with the South 
line of said alley Seventy-five 


feet 
(145) 


end I the 





mar 
iftia} 


Said Block 


(75) feet; Thence Souther One 
hundred Forty-five 145) feet 
to the North line of New York 


Avenue. Thence Wester 

five (75) feet along e N h 
line of New York Avenue to the 
|place of beginning, togethe vith 
all improvements there ted 
SECOND TRACT: 

All that certain t, tract or 
parcel of land lying and being 
situated in the County of Travi 
State of Texas, known and des- 
cribed as follows: Part of I 
Twelve 
(12) of Outlot Fifty, 
Division “B” of the g 
Outlots of the (:ty of 
according to the pic: c! 
division of said Out Fi 
seven (57), recu"ded 
page 3 of the Plat 
Travis County, Texa h part 
being enclosed by ¢ llowing 
metes and bounds: Beginnisug at 
the Northwest corne! f sa 
Block Twelve (12). Thence Wes- 
terly with said South line ne 
hundred (100) feet it] 
west corner of said Lot Eight 
of said Block. Thence 
with the West lins uid Lot 
Eight (8) One hundred Fifty-four 
(154) feet to place of beginning, 
together with all improvements 
| thereon situated. 

Which said property 
quent to Plaintiff for taxes in the 
following amounts: $1,092.¢ 2X - 
clusive of interest, penalties an 
costs, and there is included 
this suit in addition to the taxes 
all said interest, penalties 
costs thereon, allowed by lav 
to and including the day of ju 
ment herein. 

You are hereby notified that 
| suit has been brought by the City 
of Austin as Plaintiff, against the 
above named persons, and the 
State of Texas and the County of 
| Travis and the Austin Independ- 
| ent School District, as Defendants, 
| by petition filed on the 13th day 
|}of February, 1958, in a _ certain 
suit styled City of Austin vs 
|Gibb Jett et al for collectior 
jthe taxes on said property 
| that suit is now pending in 
| District Court of Travis | 
| 53rd Judicial District nd the file 
;}mumber of said suit i 
| that the names of all taxi 
| which assess and collect taxe n 
| the property herein-above 
|cribed not made parties to 
suit are, NONE. 

Plaintiff and all other taxing 
units who may set up their tax 
claims seek recovery of delin- 
quent ad valorem. taxes the 
|property hereinabove described, 
|and in addition to the taxes all 
| interest, penalties, and cost: ] 
|lowed by law thereon up to and 
|including the day of judgment 
| herein, and the establishment and 
| foreclosure of leins, if any, secur- 
|ing the payment of same, as pro- 
| vided by law. 
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¢ 
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and 
the 
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All parties to this suit, including 
Plaintiffs, Defendants, and Inter- 
venors, shall take nr e tha: 
claims not only for taxes which 
were delinquent on said property 
at the time of this suit was filed 
but all taxes becoming delinquent 
thereon at any time thereafter up 
to the day of judgment, including 
all interest, penalties, and costs 
allowed by law thers y, 
upon request therefor, be recov- 
ered herein without further cit 


tion or notice to any parties 
in, and all said parties 
notice of and plead 

ito all claims and pleac 
on file and which may 





be filed in said cause by all 
parties herein, and all of 
taxing units above named who 
may intervene herein and set up 
their respective tax claims against 


Said property. 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear and defend suit on 
first Monday after the expiration 
ot Forty-two (42) days from and 
after the date of issuance hereof, 
the same being the 30th day of 
March A. D., 1959 (which is the 
return day of such citation), be- 
fore the Honorable District Court, 
53rd Judicial District of Tr-vis 
County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and there 
to show cause why judgment shall 
not be rendered for such taxes, 


such 


stitutional and statutory tax liens 





thereon for taxes due the Plaintiff 


tract | penalties 


penalties, interests and costs, and 
condemning said property and} 
ordering foreclosure of the con- 


,iaw 


being |and the taxing units parties here- 


to, and those who may intervene 


jherein, together with all interest, 


and costs allowed by 
up to and including the day 
of judgment herein, and all costs 
of this suit. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and seal of said court in the City 
of Austin, Travis County, Texas, 
this 13th day of February A. D., 


1959 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By O. T. MARTIN, JR 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 

To any Sheriff or any Constable 
within the State of Texas— 
Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to 
cause to be published, ONCE, not 
less than ten days before the re- 
turn day thereof, exclusive of the 
date of publication in a news- 
paper printed in Travis County, 
Texas, the accompanying citation, 
of which the herein below fol- 
lowing is a true copy—(but if 
there be no newspaper so printed 
in said county, then that you cause 
the said citation to be posted for 
at least TEN days before the re- 
turn term thereof as required by 
saw) 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO ALL PERSONS INTEREST- 

ED IN THE ESTATE OF Lillie 


Scott, Deceased. No. 19,385, 
County Court, Travis County, 
Texas. W. E. Phillips, Adminis- 


trator with the Will Annexed in 
the above numbered and entitled 
estate, filed on the 9th day of 
February, 1959 his verified account 

final settlement of said estate 

requests that said estate be 
ettled and closed, and said appli- 
cant be discharged from his trust 

Said application will be heard 
and acted on by Said Court at 
10 o'clock A. M. on the first Mon- 
day next after the expiration of 
ten days from date of publication 
of this citation, the same being 
the 23rd day of March, 1959, at the 
County Courthouse in Austin 
Texas 

All persons interested in said 
estate are hereby cited to appear 
before said Honorable Court at 
said above mentioned time and 
place by filling a written answer 
contesting such application should 
they desire to do So. 

The officer executing this writ 
shall promply serve the same 
according to requirements of law, 
and the mandates hereof, and 
make due return as the law 
directs. 

Given under my hand and the 
seal of said court at office in 
Austin, Texas, this the 3rd day of 
March, A. D. 1959. 

Emilie Limberg 
Clerk of the County Court, 
Travis County, Texas, 
By M. EPHRAIM, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To Robert E. Guyton Defendant, 
in the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 
10 o'clock A. M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of isuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o’clock A. M. of Monday the 6th 
day of April, 1959, and answer 
the petition of plaintiff in Caure 
Number 104,799, in which Eliza- 
beth E. Guyton is Plaintiff and 
Robert E. Guyton is defendant, 
filed in said Court on the 23rd 
day of July, 1956, and the nature 
of which said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
against Defendant for decree of 
divorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
her of such nature as to render 
their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that no children were born 
of said union and no community; 
property was accumulated; Plain- 
tiff further prays for restoration 
of her maiden name of Elizabeth 


E. Knape, for attorney’s fees, 
costs of suit and relief, general 
and special; 


All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
reference is here made for all 
intents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shal] be returned un- 
served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at office 
in the City of Austin. this the 
16th day of February, 1999. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By Geo. W. Bickler, Deputy 
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Readers on LBJ, FEPC, the Natural Gas Tax, Truck Loads 


sense of “justice’ which means 


On Taxation 


Sirs: I am especially grateful to 
you for publishing your stories on 
the taxation picture. They should 
serve to inform the people of the 
need for a‘natural gas tax and a 
state income tax to help support 
the public schools and other state 
agencies that are in dire need of 
additional money. 

William P. Richardson, 
Bonnie Drive, Fort Worth 


2700 


L. B. Johnson 


Sirs: I am enclosing my per- 
sonal check for $7.50 for a two- 
year renewal. We couldn't get 
along without it. By reading the 
Observer, the New Republic,, the 
Christian Century, and the Re- 
porter, we are able to get some 
factual news. 

I heartily agree with the state- 
ment of Sen. Proxmire of Wis- 
consin, that Lyndon Johnson does 
not give the real Democrats a 
chance to vote their convictions 
on bills which would really help 
the “people” of our nation. He is 
so dictatorial, he sees his power as 
leader as a means... by withhold- 
ing chairmanships of committees 
or just not being placed on a 
committee. In other words, they 
vote as he wishes or It's 
really alarming to think of a man 
of his type being in such a position 
of power. I could admire his 


else. 


ability of manuevering if it were | 


used for the good of our nation 
rather than to forward the large 
ambitions of L. B. Johnson. 


Byron Skelton doesn't speak for | 


me when he says Texas is 100 per 
cent for 


will not be permitted to steal 
control of the delegation and go 
to San Francisco and make Texas 
look as ridiculous in 1960 as they 
did in 1956. I just hope many 
people will write Sen. Proxmire 
and congratulate him on his 
courage. 

Jane E. Howell, 2514 W. Claren- 
don, Dallas. 


Kind Words 


Sirs: I am delighted to renew 
my subscription to the Observer. 
Wherever I go I feel lost when I 
don't have the latest from the 
“conscience of Texas.” The good 


you are accomplishing in Texas is 
}on the grounds that Negroes have | 


amazing 
R. N. Mason, 837 Hawthorne, 


Crete, Neb. 


Successful Ad 


Sirs: I wish to thank you and 
your publication for the nice 
display advertisement (to wit, ed.’s 
note: “If you don’t subscribe to 
the Ralls Banner, Go to Hell. 
Ernest Joiner.”). It was _ heart- 
warming to see the response we 
received from just one insertion. 
Of course, we didn't sell any sub- 
scriptions, but a lot of folks did 
go to hell. 

Check herewith. 

Ernest J. Joiner, editor, 
Ralls Banner, Ralls, Texas. 

(Subsequently, as Joiner and 
his wife flew off to Mazatlan 
without the Duggers, who de- 
cided against going along for the 


The 


sake of their two children, Joiner | 


said: “We did get one subscription 
—some Greek in Dallas. He called 
me. Sounded like a Greek.” This 
proves It Pays to Advertise, al- 
though we do not wish to be 
explicit about whom,—Ed.) 


Every Word 


Sirs: I read every word of 
every issue of your paper, then 
pass it on to some friends who 
do the same. Keep it up. E. E. 
Elliott, Box 143, Canyon. 


FEPC; Consumers Tax 


Sirs: Ordinarily I and the Ob- 
server are the best of friends, 
agreeing on all things and advo- 





L B J for President. I} 
will not vote for him, I hope he, 


cating the same sorts of meas- 
ures ...However, I have noted 
two different items of late which 
disturbed me somewhat... 

The first of these was in your 
excellent issue on “Issues” of Jan. 
16. On page 7, under the heading 
“Civil Rights: Plain Principles,” 
you made a few statements con- 
cerning discrimination in employ- 
ment. You pointed out an ob- 
jection to an F E P C law, to wit: 
“in effecting a private purpose, a 
private citizen cannot properly be 
prevented from exercising his pri- 
vate prejudices.” 

...While I agree that people 
cannot and should not be in any 
way discomfited because of preju- 
dices they might hold, I must 
observe the F E P C laws, as 
they are designed in those states 
| which have them, are designed 
not to punish or to attempt to 
| eradicate prejudice, but rather to 
{prevent the detrimental effects 
| of discrimination resulting from 
| prejudice. 
| The difference 
dice and discrimination 
|simply a fine-line matter of defi- 
inition, Prejudice is an attitude 
which springs from various factors 
in the personal background of the 
prejudiced individual. As an atti- 
tude, it is no more to be enjoined 
than any other attitude. To 
attempt to curtail 
| rectly by law would be an attempt 
at thought control. 

Discrimination on the other 
| hand is an act, and an anti-social 
fact at that. It has certain con- 
sequences, as does any act, both 
for individuals involved and for 
the society as a whole. As its 
consequences are detrimental to 
the degree that they cause need- 
,less economic disadvantage in an 
|} economic-oriented society and to 
the degree that they prevent the 
optimum productive utilization of 
|'manpower in a_production- 
oriented society, the act of dis- 
crimination should be attacked 
by legal means and should be 
eliminated, if at all possible. 

This still allows individuals their 
prejudices, no matter how ir- 
| rational they may be. But it does 
'do away with the consequences of 
an anti-social act, discrimination. 
To argue against F E P C on the 
grounds that people have a right 
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to be prejudiced is the same sort | 


of thing as arguing for lynching 


}to be reminded of their place when 


between preju- | 
not | 


prejudice di- 


would probably just as soon not 
have to raise prices noticeably 
just at this time. It creates a poor 
public image and the companies 
don't like poor images of them- 
selves, even when they're run- 
ing a monopoly markt. (It may 
be that they don’t see how they 
can blame the raise on labor.) I 
was saddened by your handling 
of this one. Stick with the right 
kind of tax. Even if this is some 
kind of improvement over what 
there is now (and I doubt that it 
is), it's still far short of anything 
approaching equity. 

.... I'll be looking forward, as 
ever, to your next issue. Cheers, 

Robert B. Haldane, 604 Corto 
Square, Richmond, California. 


(In response to this excellent 
letter, we refer readers to our 
note in Feb. 28 Stump on FE P C, 
Mr. Haldale is too contemptuous 
of the realities behind the opti- 
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mum price theory, but we agree 
the natural gas tax is mainly a 
‘tax on consumers and are opposed 
| to it to the extent this is so. Only 
|the personal income tax is com- 


pletely immune to this criticism; | 
| Senate on civil rights seemed 


| small but they represented a sub- 
| stantial majority of the people. 


we advocate it; it had not even 
been introduced early this week. 
—Ed.) 


On Truck Limits 

Sirs: I... see that you are op- 
posed to raising the truck load 
limits in Texas. I cannot under- 
stand your position, as there are 
only three states in the union with 
such a low load limit... 

The biggest majority of truck 
lines operate in many states, and 
ithe majority of loads coming in 
| the state of Texas are straight 
|loads. By this I mean the entire 
| load of freight is consigned to an 
| individual company within the 
| state of Texas. All of the adjoin- 
| ing states have higher load limits. 
Therefore, if they load their 
trucks to capacity, they must un- 
load part of their freight before 
entering Texas, which is a costly 
operation. 

.... As usual, the cost is always 
passed on to the consumer ....A 
large portion of the gas tax paid 


| to the state is from the trucking 


companies, and much more addi- 


| tional’ would be paid if the load 


they attempt to exercise voting | eainx eiene imaneneel 


rights, Society must protect the | 
right to hold attitudes, but must | 


| Protect itself against any detri- | 


mental acts growing from atti- | 


| tudes. 

The second item which dis- 
turbed me was in your editorial 
“New Style Sound,” January 31. 


Though the sound itself is well | 
worth marking, some of the ac-| 


companying comments on the tax 
issue 
| dismay me. In the first place, 
'I cannot for the life of me decide 
| whether you are for such a tax 
or not. You note your objection 
to selective business taxes, but you 
| follow this up with what seems to 
be a formula whereby this tax 
|turns out to be not q‘t.ite so bad, 
|or at least not detrimental in the 
| way such taxes are usually detri- 
mental, that is, by hitting those 
least able to pay. I think the ama- 
teur economics involved are those 
which lead to the conclusion that 
not all of the tax will be passed 
on to the consumers. I would 
wonder at the state of American 
enterprise if the gas companies 
don’t figure a way to pass on the 
tax and add a few pennies of their 
own using the tax as a justifi- 
cation. The business of supply and 
demand intersecting at optimum 
price which you mention just 
ain’t so, at least not anywhere 
outside of an economics text- 
book.,.. 

As for why the companies and 
Mr. Alcorn are so agitated about 
the matter, I would say that they 





|last time the load 


contributing to the sound | 


At first thought a person would 
think that the union would be op- 
posed to raising the load limits, 
as each individual road driver 
would transport more freight for 
the same amount of money. The 
limits were 
raised, instead of making less jobs 
for people, the employers of the 
trucking companies made many 
more jobs, as their business in- 
creased tremendously, and would 
increase again if the load limits 
were raised. This would bring 
more revenue to the state. 

R. G. Miller, secretary-treasurer 
and business manager, Local 968, 
General Drivers, Warehousemen, 
and Helpers, Teamsters, 1803 Ever- 
| ett St., Houston 9. 


More Notes 
Sirs: The Observer is excellent 
in all respects as a newspaper. 


BOW WILLIAMS 


Automeblie ané 





























Your reporting on the present ses- 
sion of the legislature is to be 
commended. Your quality of re- 
porting is needed greatly in Texas. 
Mickey M. Sparkman, 2043 6th St., 
Port Arthur. 


Sirs: These are days in which 
Texans generally are awakening 
to the towering capacities of their 
Attorney General, Will Wilson. I 
would rather have the Observer's 
reports on this uniquely Ameri- 
can phenomenon than _ those of 
any other periodical I know. Bill 
Dazey, Tokyo, Japan. 


Civil Rights 

Sirs: Pertaining to civil rights, 
Senator Johnson will find it eas- 
ier to manipulate by his magic 
power the vote in the U. S. Sen- 
ate than in the Democratic na- 
tional convention or the electorate 
of the nation. 

The U. S. Senate does not nec- 
essarily represent the will of the 
people. There are ten states in the 
union with a population, accord- 
ing to the last census, of 4,921,640 
which have 20 votes in the Sen- 
ate, while New York State with 
more than three times this popu- 
lation has only two _ votes, or 


Texas with nearly two times this | 
| population has only two votes. 


The first test vote of 22 in the 


I hope the South does not bolt 
the party, but if they can’t stom- 
ach the Democratic platform and 
candidate, they have a perfect 
right to secede. The Democrats 
can elect their ticket without a 
Single electoral vote from the 
South. 

R. B. Tuck, 4402 Greeley, Hous- 
ton. 


Issue on Issues 

Sirs: Your Ideas on Issues is 
simply a splendid piece of work. 
I’m proud of the Observer found 
in the vangard of Texas progress. 
I feel less optimistic that the 
powers in the driver’s seat will 
read it with profit. 
Goldschmidt, 315 Adams St., San 
Antonio. 


Executions in Cuba 

(Letters to editors can be quite 
important; they are the most 
direct expression from the people. 
We were taken with this one in 
the Manchester Guardian Weekly 
for January 29.—Ed.) 

Sir—Mr Alistair Cooke accuses 
Fidel Castro of ignoring “the 
cold, but necessary, distinction 
between retribution and justice.” 
What is this distinction? The word 
“justice” has a wider meaning 
than the word “retribution” but 
there is a valid and important 


Gretchen | 





precisely “retributive justice.” 
Therefore, to call a policy retri- 
butive is not to call it unjust. 

Whether the executions in Cuba 
are just or unjust depends not on 
whether they are retributive or 
not, since all punishment is by 
definition retributive, but on two 
other factors: (a) whether the 
prisoners were guilty, and (b) 
whether the punishment was ap- 
propriote to the crime. 

The trials were carried out in 
so brisk a manner that one may 
perhaps doubt whether these two 
conditions were satisfied. But if 
the accusations of Castro’s party 
are true, the guilt of the prisoners 
was not such as to require much 
time to establish; and the crimes 
of which they were accused were 
of a kind to which most people 
would immediately consider an 
extreme penalty a fitting penalty. 
I myself disapprove of capital 
punishment as a general principle, 
but if capital punishment is ac- 
cepted at all, as it is by most 
people, then there is a perfectly 
valid case in morality for it to be 
inflicted on persons guilty of 
the murders and other atrocious 
deeds of which the men who have 
been executed in Cuba _ were 
accused. 

If Castro’s critics, here and in 
America, are to establish “heir 
case against him, they will cer- 
tainly not do it by talk about 
“blood baths,” still less by protests 
against “retribution.” They must 
investigate the evidence for the 
guilt of the accused (and execu- 
ted) men; and this Castro has 
freely invited them to do in offer- 


| ing to receive 350 foreign journa- 


lists. 

As things now stand, one can- 
not but seek a psychological rea- 
son for the widespread expres- 
sions of horror at Castro’s swift 
executions. There were no such 
protests at the far harsher penal- 
ties inflicted on the A. V. O. and 
other Rakosi agents in Budapest 
by the Hungarian revolutionary 
movement. The one manifest dif- 
ference between the two cases is 
that we British and our American 
friends supplied the arms with 
which Batista maintained his 
reign of terror in Cuba, whereas 
Rakosi got his arms from the 
Russians. 


Is there not, at bottom, a sense 
of guilt in the Anglo-Saxon world 
at having sustained an evil dic- 
tatorship which causes people 
here, and in America, to adopt 
this illogical and pharisaical atti- 
tude of a priori disapproval to- 
wards Castro’s executions in 
Cuba?—Yours &c., 


MAURICE CRANSTON. Travel- 
ler’s Club, London S. W. 1. 








In union, there is strength. 
The fable of the Lion and the 


forcibly. As long as the three 
Oxen stayed together, the 
Lion dared not attack. But 
‘the king of beasts’ sowed 


his adversaries, and they 
separated. It was then easy 
for the Lion to attack and 

destroy them une by one. 






Why not 

discuss your 
life imeurance 
with 


rt 


The Bion and the Oxen 


Oxen illustrates this lesson very 


dissension and jealousy amongst 


In Sun Life, also, there is strength. 
When you become a policyholder of 
great international company, you 

a group of farsighted men and women — the holders of 

two million policies and group certificates in 25 countries — 
who protect their families and themselves against an uncertain 
future through the medium of life insurance. 


MARTIN ELFANT 


201 Century Building Mouston, Texas 
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